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I. Foreword from the President

With the advent of the colourful autumn, we all welcomed the arrival of Ma Durga
in 2022. This year, for the fourth time, Durga Puja was celebrated in the beautiful
city of Dresden, Saxony by the BongoUtsav Dresden (BUD) e.V for three days. The
presence and wholehearted cooperation of all the members at every special moment
against the backdrop of Bengali tradition provided us an immense sense of
excitement, joy, and satisfaction. We would like to use this chance to express our
sincere gratitude to the House of Resources, Dresden+ for taking an interest in our
project and providing financial support for it. We truly hope that they will continue
to assist us in the coming years.

BongoUtsav Dresden (BUD) e.V. was officially formed in 2021, although we have
been organising Durga Puja and other events since 2019. The organisation’s main
purpose is to raise awareness of the social and cultural heritage of Bengal in and
around the city of Dresden. In the recent years, the city of Dresden has garnered lot
of interest among the scientific and technological community and has become home
for a throbbing population from both India and Bangladesh. BongoUtsav Dresden
welcomes the people of Dresden and provides them with a creative platform to
share and appreciate the knowledge of art and culture and enjoy our heritage, far
away from our home.

With the inauguration of our first ever magazine Shilpankriti this year, we have
achieved another milestone. I wholeheartedly thank all the contributors and
especially our editorial team (Tias/Padmanava/Arka/Writam) who made it possible
within a very short span of time. We genuinely hope to keep up this endeavour as it
fosters creativity among all participants and rekindles our desire to engage in some
creative activities. This moment also brings back precious memories of our
childhood, when we would be similarly excited to ponder over the numerous Pujo-
Barshikis (Annual Magazines commemorating the festive season) during our school
days. Living abroad, our next generation does not get to experience the TS AR’
or 'S (T TR STl excitement or emotions. So hopefully through BUDs
endeavours, we can recreate the magic of our culture for them one step at a time.

We don't want to be limited only by artistic and cultural endeavours; instead, we
wish to spread our wings across the scientific community as well. In November, we
plan to celebrate the World Science Day for Peace and Development along with the
Birth anniversary of the eminent scientist, Sir. J. C Bose as our attempt to engage the
wider community in debates on emerging scientific matters. The story of the young
man who worked on the 60 GHz frequency in Calcutta in 1897 should be told to the
youth of today's generation.



Despite the fact that COVID had limited our social life in the past two years, this
year's summer was pleasant as we got to enjoy the “I6IST WIGI” along with cricket
and potluck at the Grofler Garten and few barbecue sessions on the banks of the
River Elbe. We also celebrated “SITell (14" and “ING-AGFA A" with some
outstanding singing performances from our members. Without our committee
members' deep commitment, none of these celebrations would have been possible.
This year, we also bid farewell to few members and truly thank them for everything
they have done to help BUD succeed in the past years. While some of us will go and
others will join, BongoUtsav Dresden will remain forever and forge an invisible tie
that elevates our personal friendship to a new level and creates a family. I cordially
invite everyone to join BongoUtsav Dresden and enjoy the Essence of Bengal in

Dresden.

- Dr. Binit Syamal
President
BUDe.V.

Durga - Pranay Mandal
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Felicitation of the Outgoing Committee
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Farewell to Dr. Amit Das, General Secretary Farewell to Dr. Sujit Sikder, Treasurer
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The Mother comes to Dresden - Arka Baksi

TN

IRCAIS IR AT ITRANE AR NACHOR Ty AlfeT® G sl &iist| ©f (o Slea
T AREATHI-2 (RIF T A© Tq7 (SR A A1 [t g1 mdt wafies wsifaie
[ B e BRI, W e e o7 SRS @t SRS $e o]
IR (A AL =T SIf G2 TRIQIAE S AR G S S
SN SIS ST QIR et AR "Riggisfe”

(SINeTE SRS, FFNGS A1 GraT QIR S{reT RIS FI (ST TS %
JEAIMCE SR &fon e oawet, sfsl, oy, @ @ial Qe FR1 @10 (&I
faet 13 (1 5Fe BTG SEARIAT T GIE 2Jret IS T @T4F 8 A
S (5@ FI FRCS (AR ST 508 06|

5855 IHNAL (FIACTLL XA ARSI ASGITol R Wigfo| g 98 wiere
AP LR T I T ASFF 2= 97l |



For Bengalis all over the world, Durga Puja is an emotion that cannot be fully
expressed in words. The Welsh word ‘hiraeth’, the feeling of an intense longing to
return home, is probably what comes the closest. When going home becomes
impossible, we do the next best thing - bring a slice of home to wherever we are.

Transcending divides and united by our mother-tongue, we the Bengalis living in
Dresden started celebrating Durga Puja here to feel at home. This year we have gone
a step further to bring to you the first edition of our annual magazine - Shilpankriti.

What started out as a humble effort to showcase the talent among us, soon took on a
life of its own. We are overwhelmed with the response to our request for articles,
poems, paintings and other entries for our magazine. We would sincerely like to
thank each and every person who has contributed, for their valuable time and effort
in making our dream a grand success.

Now we hand it over to you, the readers with the hope that we manage to light up

your lives a bit more this festive season.

Dr. Writam Banerjee
Dr. Arka Baksi
Cultural Secretaries

BUDe.V.
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BUD e.V. sincerely thanks all its sponsors and partners
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House of Resources Dresden+ | Schweizer Strafie 32 | 01069 Dresden
Telefon: 0351 40766253 E-Mail: info@hor-dresden.de
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The world's a stage and we all 'wear masks' - Poulami Chowdhury
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'‘On our heads be it!" - Poulami Chowdhury
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The Fountain Pen
Aaryan Kannan (10 yrs)

Once upon a time, there was a boy named Liam who went to a very rich school. He
himself went to that school just because he was intelligent, not rich. Even though he
was the best in class, he didn’t have any friends. He himself barely managed to get
all of the supplies because they were so costly. He had 2 pens, a ballpoint pen, and a
fountain pen. He really liked the fountain pen and used it all the time. One day, one
of his classmates called Louis tripped on a carpet and got hurt. Nobody cared about
him until Liam came and helped him to reception. After this incident, Liam and
Louis became friends and helped each other when needed. In the last month of the
school year, one of the many school bullies noticed that the fountain pen was Liam's
favorite pen and he stole the pen at the end of the day. The next day, Liam finds out
that his pen is missing and he gets sad. Louis notices this and asks him what is
wrong. Liam tells about his missing pen and how much he liked it. Louis was so
sorry for Liam that he wanted to do something about it so he bought Liam 10
fountain pens and told him his plan.

During school that day, the bully noticed that Liam got another pen and planned to
steal it again. Liam pretended to go to the toilet and left his pen on his desk. The
bully used this opportunity to steal the pen but he didn’t notice that Louis was
secretly recording him and his actions on his phone. After school, Louis showed
Liam the footage and directly went to the principal to report the incident with the
proof. The next day, the bully was called to the principal's office to talk about the
incident and the bully got scolded and the principal gave him detention. Liam got all
of his stolen pens back and thanked Louis for his help and Louis said it was his
“payback” for helping him when he tripped over the carpet.

(illustration by Arka Baksi)
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Iceland Trip - A Travel Diary
Shatabda Saha

Day o:

This was a family trip - my wife, 2 kids (4 yrs & 4 months old!), my brother and I.
My brother flew in from the UK while we arrived at Keflavik International Airport,
directly from Dresden. Our flight operated by GermanWings was very comfortable.
Unfortunately, GermanWings ceased its operations in 2020, so currently, there is
no direct flight from Dresden to Iceland .

We had booked a hotel close to the Airport and my brother who had arrived a few
hours earlier, collected us from the airport in our pre-booked rental car. We needed

a good night's sleep to prepare ourselves for our upcoming 2 weeks of adventure!

Day 1:

Post breakfast, we headed out towards our first destination Olafsvik in West
Iceland. On the way we drove through amazing landscapes! We made several short
stops to witness the sheer natural and raw beauty of nature. We visited Budakirkja,
a small wooden church dating back to the 19th century in a scenic natural area with
a lava field. We saw Gatklettur, a dramatic stone formation in the shape of an arch,
with bird-rich cliffs in the fishing village of Arnarstapi, and then headed to our

booked accommodation.

Day 2:

After having breakfast, we set out on our journey and visited the very famous
Kirkjufell and the Kirkjufellsfoss, an iconic waterfall with a panoramic view with
the Kirkjufell in the background. Then we visited the amazing colourful
Hraunfossar, waterfalls cascading into the Hvita river over ledges of lava rock, with
paths and a viewing platform. We then headed to our accommodation for the night
in Stadarflot.

Day 3:
We visited Glaumbaer Old Turf Farm with Turf houses and the very famous
Godafoss, a spectacular waterfall plunging over a curved, 12m-high precipice, with

paths to multiple viewpoints. That night, we stayed at Svalbardseyri.
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Day 4:

With the weather not looking very promising and a forecast of snowstorms in
coming days, we started our day visiting Lake Myvatn in areas around Hofdi that
provide opportunities for a nice walk. Then we headed to Krafla, barren active
volcanic caldera at 2,130 feet with an icy blue crater lake and a nearby power
station. After visiting Leirhnjukur (an active volcano), we headed to Hverir, a
geothermal spot in the Myvatn Geothermal Area noted for its bubbling pools of
mud and steaming fumaroles emitting sulfuric gas. After this we headed to
Dettifoss, Europe's most powerful waterfall located in Vatnajokull National Park.
With onstantly deteriorating weather and upcoming rain and storm forecast for the

coming days we headed to our accommodation in Grenjadarstadur.

Vestahorn at Sunrise - Shatabda Saha

Day 5:

With persistent rain and temperatures around 2 degrees we decided to spend the
day at Myvatn Nature Baths, a lagoon-like outdoor baths with milky blue mineral-
rich water, naturally heated by hot springs. A perfect way to spend a day when bad
weather makes going out impossible. Then we headed to our accommodation in

Husavik.
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Day 6:

Bad weather and snow storms meant there were no boat trips for Whale watching.
With a heavy heart we left Husavik for Egilsstadir, our destination of the day. We
braved strong snowstorms and icy roads with poor visibility. Driving very carefully
and following constant updates from the weather department, we made slow
progress to our next stop. Luckily as we arrived at Egilsstadir the weather

brightened up.

Day 7:

After an adventurous drive through the snow storm we set out for our next
adventure: Hengifoss, third highest waterfall in Iceland. It is more than an hour-
long hike leading to this dramatic cascade falling from a height of 128 m. over
striated rock. The hike was not easy and we needed to cross some streams at the end.
After that, we headed to a hidden gem of Iceland: Folaldafoss, a waterfall in a
remote location. This scenic waterfall can be reached via Route 939, also called the
Oxi Pass. This is not an easy road and should be travelled with caution! Then we
headed to Hofn where we would be staying for the next 2 days. From this point we

entered South Iceland, the most commonly visited area of Iceland.

Diamond Beach - Shatabda Saha
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Day 8:

The day started with an amazing sunrise at Vestrahorn. Standing in the cold in the
black sand flat of Vestrahorn waiting for the first glimpse of sun over the majestic
Vestrahorn is an experience that can only be felt and not expressed! After
witnessing the sunrise on a chilly morning, we headed to the warmth of our hotel
for breakfast. Then, we visited Jokulsarlon, a famed glacial lake with floating
icebergs and wildlife sightings of seals and skuas. Just across the road from here is
the famous Eystri-Fellsfjara or Diamond Beach, a striking black-sand beach famed
for the huge, glistening iceberg fragments that drift ashore. The day ended with an
amazing sunset where we witnessed the golden light flooding the sand flat of
Vestrahorn with a herd of horses completing the perfect picture. It was indeed an
experience to remember! With that in our minds, we headed to Kirkjubajarklaustur
for our next 2 days to stay at a beautiful camping area with nice cottages that we had
rented

Day 9:

We started with Fjallsarlon, the lagoon that offers close-up views of the glacier.
Then we visited Hofskirkja, a beautiful turf church in the Orzfi region in South-East
Iceland. Then we headed to Svartifoss, a narrow stream of 20-m. waterfall down the
centre of a dramatic 3D wall of hexagonal basalt columns located in the heart of
Vatnajokull National Park. This waterfall can be easily reached via a moderate hike.

Vestahorn at Sunset - Shatabda Saha

20



Day 10:

We visited the Fjardarargljufur, a deep and winding river canyon, about 2 million
years old, with a walking path and panoramic views. Then we witnessed the
Eldhraun, a lava field covered with mossy boulders, dating from a 1780s eruption. It

was easily accessible from the main road.

Day 11:

The day started with a visit to the famous Reynisfjara black sand beach, near the
small fishing village of Vik. Jagged rocks stand jutting out of the sea just off this
black sand beach with basalt formations. Very close to this place is Dyrhdlaey, a
small peninsula with picturesque views, a lighthouse and a large volcanic rock arch
in the sea. From here we headed towards Skdgafoss, one of Iceland’s biggest and
most beautiful waterfalls with an astounding width of 25 m and a drop of 60 m. We
checked into our accommodation at Drangshlid, very close to the Skdgafoss. After
that we set out for a hike through the black sand to S6lheimasandur where you can
find a DC-3 plane wreckage. Lying abandoned in the sand, a deteriorating skeleton,

with nothing but endless black sand surrounding it.

Skogafoss - Shatabda Saha
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Sélheimasandur - Shatabda Saha

Day 12:

Our day started with watching Skogafoss at sunrise and then going back to the fall
again to spend some fun time around the fall. We headed to visit Seljavallalaug
Swimming Pool, a remotely located outdoor swimming pool 25 m. long, 10 m. wide.
Sitting in the lap of nature surrounded by mountains and a flowing stream next to
it, the pool is another hidden gem of Iceland. After this we headed to Seljalandsfoss,
a waterfall that can be fully encircled, situated on the South Coast of Iceland with a
drop of 60 m. One of the most visited waterfalls in Iceland, you can walk right
behind the waterfall and enjoy a true 360 degree view of this waterfall. After
watching the sunset at Seljalandsfoss we headed to Hella for the night.

Day 13:
With bad weather striking again we did not have much to explore and we took it
easy for the day, mostly relaxing and cruising to our next stop at Laugarvatn.

Day 14:

With only a day remaining and so much left to see, with a heavy heart we had to
select and drop some places from our list. We started with Haukadalur, a famous
valley featuring a variety of ancient geothermal geysers, hot springs and bubbling

a4



mud pots. The major attraction of the valley is the Strokkur geyser that erupts every
8-10 minutes and reaches heights of 20 m. We then headed to Gullfoss, an iconic
waterfall known for its multi-step cascade along a 90° bend of the Hvita River. After
this we headed to Haifoss, another hidden gem of Iceland. A dramatic waterfall in a
remote location was not an easy drive. However, reaching the top and witnessing
the gigantic fall makes all the effort worth it. We ended our trip on a high
witnessing the majestic Haifoss and started our drive back to Keflavik Airport. My
brother had a flight the next morning so he checked into a hotel and we rested for a
while. Then we headed to the Airport to hand over the rental car and then to the
Airport terminal. We bid goodbye to my brother and he headed to his hotel. We
checked in for our flight back to Dresden after an amazing 2 weeks in the Land of Ice
and Fire.

14 days, panoramic drive of 3200+ km, witnessing majestic mountains, deep
valleys, waterfalls, beach, glacier, hot water springs, geothermal fields. Hold your
breath, Iceland has so much more to offer. One trip is never enough. It's just the tip
of the iceberg. Dive deep to explore more, experience more.

Bis zum nichsten Mal!

L
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Atelier Mother Nature at its finest - Painted Hills, Oregon
- Padmanava Sen

Hidden in the clouds - Bromo National Park, Indonesia

- Padmanava Sen
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Expressions- The lush green hills with the majestic Himalayas in the back
have a divine influence on the art and culture of this region. The dance and
songs are mostly dedicated to Gods in both Buddhism and Hinduism. Some of
popular Nepali folk dances include Maruni, Dhan, Jhankri, Jatra and Damphu.
Nepali folk-dance festival, Darjeeling, West Bengal, 2012.

- Binit Syamal

g - ot (S

Reflection- Do we actually see ourselves when we look in the mirror?

- Writam Banerjee
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