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I. Foreword from the President

Bengalis have always been credited for holding onto their roots wherever in the
world they live. The saying goes that you can take a Bengali out of Bengal but not
the Bengal that resides in the heart of a Bengali. Our Bongoutsav Dresden
Community can vouch for this. In 2019 we started with a small Durga Puja
celebration in an effort to introduce our future generations - kids who were
growing up in Germany - to our bengali culture and heritage. Since then our
organisation has grown steadily. We have become more in number, celebrate
more together and have successfully created a niche that feels like home. We have
become an important representative of Culture and Heritage in Dresden and
Germany. This magazine has been an integral part of our journey serving as a
chronicle of our expanding efforts. As I wish the magazine all the best I also hope
that like our community and organisation, Bongosharodiya also goes from strength
to strength. Wish you all a Happy Durga Puja and as always 'Ashche bochor abar
hobe' or let the wait for next year not be too long.

Bengalen sind seit jeher dafiir bekannt, dass sie uberall auf der Welt an ihren
Wurzeln festhalten. Es heifst, man konne einen Bengalen aus Bengalen
herausholen, aber nicht Bengalen aus dem Herzen eines Bengalen. Unsere
Bongoutsav Dresden Community kann dies bestatigen. Im Jahr 2019 begannen wir
mit einer kleinen Durga-Puja-Feier, um unseren zukunftigen Generationen -
Kindern, die in Deutschland aufwachsen — unsere bengalische Kultur und unser
Erbe ndherzubringen. Seitdem ist unsere Organisation stetig gewachsen. Wir sind
zahlreicher geworden, feiern mehr gemeinsam und haben erfolgreich eine Nische
geschaffen, in der wir uns zu Hause fihlen. Wir sind zu einem wichtigen Vertreter
von Kultur und Erbe in Dresden und Deutschland geworden. Dieses Magazin ist
ein wesentlicher Bestandteil unserer Reise und dient als Chronik unserer
wachsenden Bemuihungen. Ich wiinsche dem Magazin alles Gute und hoffe, dass
Bongosharodiya ebenso wie unsere Gemeinschaft und Organisation immer starker
wird. Ich wiinsche Thnen allen ein frohes Durga Puja-Fest und wie immer ,,Ashche
bochor abar hobe“ oder moge das Warten auf das nachste Jahr nicht zu lang sein.

Papiya Das
President
Bongoustav Dresden e.V.



II. Foreword from the Secretary

I can still feel the vibrant energy of last year’s Puja, when our community came
together in one of the largest gatherings Dresden has ever seen. Standing in that
joyous multitude, I witnessed more than just a successful festival—I saw a family,
thriving together. It was a powerful reminder of the journey we began in 2019 with
just a handful of dreamers, a journey that has now blossomed through seven
autumns.

That journey has also been my own. From arriving in this city just weeks before
our very first Puja, to being part of the committee I have witnessed the struggles of
bringing our first ever idol, shared in the triumphs, and found my truest
connections in the fragrance of the bhog being cooked or in the collective effort of
setting up our pandal.

They say the scent of Shiuli flowers is the essence of Sharodiya. The flower blooms
with all its heart for only a brief moment, yet its fragrance lingers long after. To
me, each Puja feels the same—an exquisite and fleeting bloom in the landscape of
our year. It asks us to be fully present, to give it our whole heart.

This year, more than ever, I feel called to celebrate or rather live Puja with that
same intensity. Let us not simply attend, but truly absorb every moment. Let us
carry the rhythm of the Dhaak in our memories, cherish every conversation with
old and new friends alike, and hold the divine image of Durga Ma close to our
hearts. May this year’s celebration become a vivid snapshot—a fragrance so
enduring that it stays with us for years to come.

Life, much like the Elbe that flows steadfastly through our city, is always in motion,
carrying us to unknown shores. We do not know what lies ahead. But the family
we have built here, and the memories we have created in the warmth of this
festival, are anchors for the heart. They become part of our story, no matter where
the journey leads us.

So let us come together once again, and make this Puja the most unforgettable one
yet.

Shubho Sharodiya!

Jyotirmaya Ijaradar
Secretary
Bongoustav Dresden e.V.



Why We Belong: Echoes of Bengal and the Spirit of BUD
A report of the activities of BUD e.V.
Executive Committee 2025

Every community thrives on shared experiences, and Bongo Utsav Dresden (BUD)
e.V. has become a vibrant hub where traditions meet togetherness. Membership at
BUD is not just about attending events—it is about being part of a family that
celebrates culture, knowledge, food, and friendship in the heart of Dresden.
Looking back at the past year, one can see how becoming a member means
becoming part of a journey that keeps the spirit of Bengal alive abroad.

Sharodutsav 2024 and Bijoya Sammilani

One of our most anticipated event in the last year—Sharodutsav 2024. Held over
three festive days, the celebration drew a record-breaking 1,400 participants,
making it the largest BUD event to date. Devotional rituals, soulful cultural
performances, and a bustling food court created an atmosphere reminiscent of
Bengali’s puja pandals. The celebration concluded with a grand Bijoya Sammilani,
where members and guests gathered over authentic Bengali delicacies like Mutton
Kasha and Katla Kalia. More than just a meal, it was a symbol of warmth and unity,
reminding us that BUD is a home away from home.




Christmas Party 2025

The spirit of inclusivity continued into the winter season with our Christmas Party.
Sparkling lights, festive music, and a joyful exchange of food and laughter brought
members together beyond cultural boundaries. It was a reminder that BUD
embraces not just Bengali traditions, but also the universal joy of celebrating life
together.

Science and Technology Day 2025

Membership at BUD is not limited to cultural festivities—it also opens doors to
intellectual exploration. At our Science & Technology Day 2025, curiosity and
creativity filled the air as members presented experiments, shared ideas, and
inspired participants of all ages. Children and adults alike engaged in hands-on
activities, while discussions highlighted the importance of knowledge-sharing in
today’s world. After the program, everyone enjoyed a delicious spread of Biryani
and Chicken Chaap, proving once again that food and learning are the perfect pair.

——

To be or Not tg be

that is the question

BUD Science & Technology Day
o5th April' 2015

Barshobaron and Rabindra Jayanti 2025

The arrival of spring marked a special celebration as BUD members gathered in
Cotta to welcome the Bengali New Year (Pohela Boishakh) while also paying tribute
to the timeless legacy of Rabindranath Tagore. The day was filled with music,
poetry, and laughter, as members performed recitations, songs, and dances
inspired by Tagore’s works, adding a cultural richness to the festivity. Barshabaran



is never complete without food, and this year’s spread was truly memorable. The
highlight of the menu was the much-loved Sorshe Ilish (Hilsa in mustard sauce),
accompanied by a variety of home-style bhorta—including Chingri (prawn), Kachki
(small fish), and Begun (eggplant)—that delighted everyone with their authentic
flavors. Other favorites included Chicken Kosha, Mug Dal with Murighonto, and
the grand finale, a sweet serving of Roshomalai. It was a day where tradition met
togetherness—celebrating not just the Bengali New Year, but also the enduring
spirit of Rabindranath Tagore, whose words and melodies continue to connect us
across time and distance.

N T
Potluck and Sports Activity 2025
Community spirit took center stage at our Potluck and Sports Activity Day, where
laughter echoed across the park. Fun-filled games like the biscuit race and the
marble and spoon race brought back the nostalgia of childhood, while the potluck
feast showcased homemade specialties from members’ kitchens. These small yet
meaningful gatherings truly reflect the warmth of BUD membership. Following the
potluck, the BUD football team continued its tradition of playing weekly football
matches.




Hike and Excursion 2025

We love to go hiking as well. This year we had a lovely hike to Lochmiihle in
Lohmen where we walked along the stream under a canopy of trees. The stars of
this show were our little members who not only declared that the hike was easy
but also demanded that 5 km planned route was not enough and should be
extended next time. We finished strong with a cold beer for the adults and some
juice for the kids.

Summer Barbecue 2025

Every year, BUD marks the end of summer with a joyful BBQ by the Elbe River, and
2025 was no exception. Members came together to enjoy a wide variety of grilled
delights—from flavorful lamb shashlik to fresh vegetarian options that catered to
every taste. To keep the spirit high, BUD provided chilled beer and refreshing non-
alcoholic drinks, ensuring that everyone could relax and enjoy the afternoon. With
good food, laughter, and the scenic riverside setting, the event once again captured
the true essence of community and togetherness.




More Than Events: A Way of Life

Beyond these highlights, BUD also hosts occasional meetings and informal get-
togethers—because togetherness is part of our culture. From festive celebrations
like Durga Puja to casual afternoons, every event strengthens bonds and brings
comfort to those living far from home. Becoming a member of BUD is more than
joining an organization—it is about finding a community where tradition thrives,
friendships flourish, and every gathering feels like family.

So, why become a member of BUD? Because here, every moment—whether
through rituals, food, music, science, or simple laughter—is a celebration of
belonging. And if you’d like to join us, simply scan the QR code to become part of
our community.
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Peace - Benita Sarkar [Acrylic on Canvas]
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We are back with our fourth edition of our annual magazine. This year we
bring to you a kaleidoscope of writings that capture the spirit of the festive
season. We would like to thank each and every person who contributed -
without you we would never have managed to even dream of putting a
magazine together. We hope that each of you enjoy this edition as much as we
enjoyed reading and compiling all the submissions. We wish you a happy and
prosperous year ahead. Until next time...

Magazine Committee
Bangosharodiya
2025

The Mother arrives to Dresden- Sayantan Dey [Pencil on Paper]
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Srinithi Banerjee - 9 years

20



AnsprechBar - das 2025er Projekt — sprachbegabt,

international, kiinstlerisch, lebensnah
Rosa Hauch und Yvonn Spauschus

Die globalen Herausforderungen wachsen, die Aufgaben auch und wir wachsen
einfach mit. Unser Team: Wir kommen aus Mexiko, England, Libyen, Tunesien,
Kasachstan, Italien, der Ukraine und Deutschland. Wir reden und arbeiten
zusammen, sprechen andere an, mit uns gemeinsam zu schreiben, zu malen, zu
basteln, zu sticken oder sieb zudrucken. Schon Kklar, dieses Wort gibt es offiziell
nicht. Normalerweise wiirde man sagen, wir machen Siebdruck oder stellen
Siebdrucke her. Unser Auftrag: mit Menschen ins Gesprach kommen, ansprechbar
sein.

Doch was ist schon normal?

Sich einfach anzusprechen, ist nicht mehr normal und die Grinde sind vielfaltig.
Viele wollen ihre Ruhe haben, fiirchten Uberraschungen und plétzliche
Begegnungen, sind pandemiegeschddigt, haben grundsatzlich Angst vor Fremden,
fihlen sich einsam und kommen da nicht raus, einige konnen die Sprache nicht,
manche haben Stress, wieder andere haben es verlernt, weil es ublich geworden
ist, bevor man telefoniert, iber Nachrichten abzuchecken, wann es passt, sich
anzurufen. Vor Jahren haben wir einfach geklingelt, unter Umstdnden auch mal
einen Weg umsonst gemacht, aber viel ofter schone Begegnungen gehabt,
unkompliziert, nicht durchgestylt, weder aufgerdumt noch dem Sternekoch
nacheifernd.

Dieses - einfach so - gehort auf die ,Rote Liste“.

Das sehen sowohl die Heidehof Stiftung GmbH als auch das Staatsministerium fiir
Soziales und Gesellschaftlichen Zusammenhalt so, die Fordergelder fiir das Projekt
geben. Der Sachsische Landtag reicht sogar Steuergelder im Rahmen des
Landesprogrammes Integrative MafSinahmen aus.

Wir sind demnach nicht allein mit dem Gedanken, es miisse Orte Ort Kkreiert
werden, an denen man sich ansprechen kann, idealerweise mobil, um maoglichst
viele Menschen zu erreichen.

Und so sind wir on Tour in Dresden. Stadtteilfeste, Kunstereignisse, Strafdenevents
haben sich bewdhrt, die Bar zum Ansprechen zu eroffnen. Wie ein Popup Store
sind wir mal in Striesen, mal in Prohlis, in Gorbitz, in der Neustadt oder im
Zentrum.

Die Gespréache sind individuell, gleich ist die gute Erfahrung, die die Leute vermisst
haben. Einfach mal reden, auf den Tresen legen, was einen, was eine bewegt

Geht es um die deutsche Sprache, kommen kuriose Worte zum Vorschein. Kein
Mensch kann fehlerfrei Streichholzschédchtelchen aussprechen. Warum schiefst
eine Gulaschkanone nicht? Cozze ist nichts Unanstdandiges, so nennen Italiener das,
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was in Deutsch Miesmuschel heifdt. Wie denn nun? Berliner, Krapfen,
Pfannkuchen oder Eierkuchen, egal, Hauptsache sufs.

Stundenlang erfreuen wir uns an Unaussprechlichem, Uniuibersetzbaren,
Kontroversen.

In einigen Workshops entstehen nebenbei dazu Kunstwerke, gestickte Bilder,
Kalligraphiertes, Gemaltes, Gedrucktes. Diese Kombination von etwas mit den
Héanden tun und erzdhlen konnen wir zwar nicht zum Patent anmelden, jedoch ist
es genau das Erfolgsgeheimnis, warum das Projekt funktioniert. Unser Gehirn
braucht wahrscheinlich einen Ausloser oder Ablenkungsmoment. So wird es
leichter, sich zu unterhalten.

Wie bei deutschen Partys

Bei deutsch gepragten Homepartys ist es zum Beispiel so, dass sich fremde
Menschen in der Kiiche beim Abwasch treffen und so ein Gesprach entsteht. Auch
dabei gibt es den Effekt, dass man und frau dabei feststellt, wir sind uns
sympathisch, erfahren etwas uber die Art und Weise, wie jeder so mit den
Gastgebern in Verbindung steht und was sonst noch interessant ist. Schliefdlich halt
man sich am Wischtuch fest und modchte diesen Moment so lang wie maoglich
ausdehnen. Dass wir vorher stundenlang stumm am Tisch gesessen haben, wirkt
im Nachhinein sehr unnotig.

Es gibt also Bedarf nach einer Anleitung zum Ansprechen.

Diese  Anleitung  sollte sich allerdings von  allgemeinbekannten
Bedieninstruktionen unterscheiden. Und schon sind wir wieder an unserer
ansprechBar und fragen vielleicht

-Wie gefallt es dir hier? -, um ins Gesprach zu kommen. Und um mit moglichst
vielen Menschen ins Gesprach zu kommen, lernen wir gerne dazu. Wie spricht
man z.B. jemanden in "Bengali an? Schreibt es uns.

Foto 1 (oben): Das Team mit Rosa Hauch,
Foto 2 (rechts); Rosa Hauch an der Ansprechbar
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Shades of Dresden - Arkasarathi Gope




Bountiful - Swarup Bose [Oil on Canvas]




Mihiparna Das- 3 years

Triana Sarkar- 4 years
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In Memory of My Mother
Mita Mitra

Tapati Mitra (née Guha)
b. 17 Oct. 1922, d. 30 Nov. 2014

On my bookshelf is a photo of my mother, a beautiful woman sitting with her
hands folded on her lap. My writing explores her life story, which was centered
around her abiding love for her three daughters.

My mother’s stories about Dacca reveal her childhood and youth, whereas our own
memories of her in Calcutta evoke her motherhood. I describe my mother’s last
years in Auckland from my own point of view.

Early years in Dacca

When I got home from school in the afternoon, I would play in my mother’s room
or lie down next to her, listening avidly to stories of her youth. I could hear cars
and also street vendors hawking their wares as they walked past our Lake Place
home. My mother’s story, however, would transport me to another place and time.
She spoke wistfully of her early years in Dacca: ‘Our villa stood in Tikatuli
neighborhood. The entrance to the villa was flanked by columns, and a portrait of
King Edward VII hung on the hallway. Didima used to say that he was her king.’

My mother remembered the garden swing, picturing herself laughing and reaching
up to the sky once more. The swing was specially made for her by her father. He
passed away while meditating in his prayer room when she was only 12 years old.
Reminiscing about old school memories at Kamrunnesa, my mother mentioned her
love of dancing, and she has passed on to me her love of recitation. On Tagore’s
birth anniversaries, she used to recite his poems at school concerts. She was also a
good sportswoman, and I have a keepsake, a silver medal that she had won in a
competition.

A wedding ceremony

On 27 July 1943, my mother got married in Calcutta and a reception followed in
Jalpaiguri, a town in North Bengal. Looking through my collection of memorabilia,
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I was surprised to find a copy of the invitation card. The card reminded me of the
ceremony that my mother had described to us: a ride on an elephant’s back with
musicians accompanying her to the reception place.

She had also shared an amusing story of her wedding night. Following the Bengali
custom of phool shojja, the bridal bed was decorated with flowers. When her
relatives escorted her to the bridal room, they found the groom had fallen asleep
on the canopied bed.

Married life

As a newly wed, my mother had to adjust to life in a large household. Also, the
entire family relocated regularly due to my grandfather’s work as a police
superintendent. Living in Darjeeling and Kalimpong exposed her to the iconic
beauty of the Himalayas and to the Buddhist culture that prevailed in those
regions.

My aunts were fond of my mother and kept her company. I wonder, if in spite of
the companionship, she had felt lonely since my father was frequently away on
business at the start of his career. In the course of time, once my grandfather had
retired, my parents settled in Calcutta where they brought up their three
daughters.

Motherhood

My earliest memory of my mother was seeing her by my bedside in a dimly lit
room. She kept vigil after I had fallen from a houseboat into the Jhelum River and
had been saved by a boatsman. In one of her storytelling sessions, she recounted
the event as it had occurred:

The boatsman jumped into the water as soon as he saw a child fall, while the viewers
on the bank instantly assumed that his child had fallen into the river. When the
boatsman surfaced, I saw that he was holding your red booty in his hand. On his
second try, he pulled you out of the water.

The incident had abruptly ended our family’s vacation in Kashmir valley. But as
time passed, my mother’s initial shock after almost losing her child to drowning
became a distant memory.

My younger sister, Deepa, recalled a memorable incident when she was in class 5.
It was her friend’s birthday party, and she could not find a dress that was pretty
enough to wear. “Without saying a word to me, Ma bought a piece of material and
sewed far into the night till she finished a dress,” my sister said. She adored the
dress with multi-colored polka dots on white and A-line cut and wore it to the
party. This was the best ever day for her.

On the other hand, my elder sister, Didi, described an incident that had ended in
tears. She had been decorating a wooden chariot for Rath Jatra at our neighbour’s
house, and when she was late returning home, my mother took the chariot and
flung it on the floor. On occasions, my mother was given to dramatics.
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A mother’s prayer

My husband has always admired my parents and he commented about them,
“They were very stable. Your father went to work everyday and made sure his
three daughters had an education. Your mother took care of you.” For this, they
have our love and our gratitude.

In one of her letters, my mother had written: I pray to Thakur that you can lead
beautiful and fulfilled lives. The underlying desire of her life was to see us obtain a
good education and have a complete life. To this purpose, she devoted herself as a
mother.

In middle school, she supervised my homework. She saw to my recreational
activities, taking me to yoga-classes and encouraging me to practice my guitar.
When I graduated from university and got a lectureship position in English, the
entire family shared in my achievements.

Our relationship became strained when I declined a marriage proposal and chose
to pursue a doctoral degree in New York. When I was home on a semester break,
my mother had asked me, Why did you want to study abroad when you had so
many opportunities here? Despite her distress that I was living alone in New York,
she had urged me to stay focused and complete my dissertation. Undeniably, the
choices that we made in our lives had emotional implications for our parents.

A time for sorrow, a time for joy

My parents wrote to me regularly in New York. Their letters depict their daily
activities and show the intertwinement of joy and sorrow in our family life. Didi
was excited when she informed me about her forthcoming move to Auckland with
her husband, Bryan, and their son, Babi. However, my parents missed them dearly
when they settled abroad.

Taking care of a sister

The family dynamics changed when our aunt or Mashi came to live with my
parents. She had been living in Rangoon since her marriage and had lost her
husband a few years ago. Even though they had barely met since their marriages,
my mother took care of her sister.

Mashi had liked Deepa, and her presence was a help when my mother was sick.
Deepa did not recall any particular conversation between them, but she added,
“Actually to think of it- -Ma really didn’t converse a lot. And Mashi was quiet.” They
had been close in their own way, and my mother spoke of her deep sorrow at
losing her elder sister.

Coping with cancer

When I learnt that my mother had cancer and had been given only a month to live,
I felt overwhelmed. It was with a lot of love and care that my father and Deepa saw
her through chemotherapy. Fearful as she may have been with the after effects of
her treatment, my mother survived the ordeal.
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Weddings in Calcutta and New York

This time saw Deepa navigate her future career. After graduating from university
and training college, she accepted an offer to teach in a school. She has remained
passionate about her work to this day.

My sister’s wedding took place in Calcutta, and I have always had regrets that I
missed the ceremony. Reading my parents’ letters, I got a glimpse of the childhood
years of her two adorable children, Ishanee and Shubro. My parents bonded with
their grandchildren who livened up the quiet space in our Lake Place home.
Ishanee described her grandmother’s feelings towards her, “It was unconditional
love,” she said.

As I looked out of my dormitory window on a winter day, I asked myself if this
might be the last time that I would see ice floes on the Hudson River. I had dreams
of marrying and living in Hamburg in future.

I called my parents to tell them about Helmut’s marriage proposal, and my mother
said, We have been waiting all along for this moment. Our wedding was a quiet
affair with a small group of friends at Riverside Church in Manhattan.

In a letter dated 17 June 1998, my mother expressed her renewed hope for her
three daughters: May you stay healthy, may you stay in peace. This has always been
my prayer to Bhagoban. This is my earnest entreaty.

Coping with loss

The steady rhythm of life was broken when my brother-in-law Bryan passed away
in Auckland. A beloved family member, he died too early for his time. Didi showed
great fortitude, finding work at Middlemore Hospital and adjusting to her changed
circumstances.

On 2 January 2001, we lost our father whom we had regarded as an anchor in our
lives. In a letter, he had written down his last wish: Take care of your mother when I
am gone.

After we had observed a one-year period of mourning, I invited my mother to
Dresden.

Our cherished memories

My husband and I cherish the memory of my mother’s visit and our time together
with her. Weekdays saw my mother preparing Bengali dishes, which I simply
loved. Weekends found Helmut joining us on excursions, where we enjoyed the
panoramic view of the Elbe Valley.

On a trip to Ahrensburg to meet Helmut’s family, our mothers conversed easily
over tea. In a gesture of cordiality, my mother-in-law took her visitor’s hand and
showed her around the garden.

One unforgettable experience was our ferry ride to Fohr, an island on the North
Sea, where the sea breeze and the gulls soaring above the water remained in our
memories.

I like to think that the short stay with us had given my mother joy.
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Relocating to Auckland

As the German saying goes, einen alten Baum verpflanzt man nicht or an old tree
cannot be replanted. Despite the prospect of having to adapt to a new society in her
old age, my mother relocated to New Zealand with Deepa’s family in January 2003.
In a couple of years, however, my younger sister’s family emigrated to Australia
because of favorable work opportunities.

Before leaving home, we burnt all the old diaries which were stored in trunks, my
mother said. These diaries contained a precise record of the family’s expenditures
over the years. Once again my mother severed ties with her past and undertook a
momentous change since her relocation from Dacca to Calcutta. Then there was
the promise of a happy marriage, and now the move was for security in old age
and proximity to her daughters.

On 6 June 2003, my mother wrote to my husband: I am all right here. The
neighborhood is nice, but it is very quiet. I am also a new person. In old age, it is
difficult to stay alone.

While she was staying in Didi’s house in suburban Papakura, my mother found
solace in reading or knitting. On my sister’s day off, they went to Robert Harris café
for quiches and coffee or saw a Bengali play produced by community members.
My mother wore a woven charm bracelet that Ishanee had given her as a token of
love.

Residing in a care facility

I was not expecting my mother to change her residence from Papakura to Erin
Park care facility. It took time to feel comfortable in a senior home, but slowly she
got accustomed to the routine. She was our fearless mother.

At the age of 89, she had a sudden stroke. I experienced immense sadness when I
realized that she was incapacitated. A resident at the care home showed her
compassion when she became cognizant of my mother’s situation. Lunch was over
when I saw her approaching us in the lounge. She laid her hand on my mother’s,
and they looked at each other without saying a word. Both of them used to
participate in recreational activities and knew intuitively how the other felt.
Celebrating a milestone birthday

On 17 October 2012, my mother turned 90, and we celebrated her milestone
birthday at Bethesda Care. Didi had meticulously prepared for this day, inviting all
the senior residents at the care home.

Upon arrival at Bethesda, the guests and their children were treated to a magic
show. Babi’s seven-year-old son, Rana, lovingly offered his Borodida or great
grandmother the first piece of her birthday cake.

Later, when Deepa asked our mother what she had enjoyed the most on this day,
she replied, The people and the conversation around me. It was a very lively
afternoon.
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On January 2014, I landed early at Auckland airport, which was refurbished with
Maori artwork, and I drove directly to Bethesda.

My mother was having breakfast with other residents in the lounge. I touched her
feet as is customary in our culture when greeting elders. She did not look up or put
her hand on my head to bless me. Instead she asked me, Who are you? Being told
that I was her daughter, she was quiet for a moment, then asked, Why didn’t I
recognize you?

I sat with my mother during lunch and supper and took her around the rose
garden in her care home. She would want me to comb her hair at night until she
fell asleep. In those moments, I came to understand my mother’s anguish and
resilience.

It was a cold, late November morning in 2014, in our Dresden apartment. My
sisters were in Calcutta and Perth, and I had been constantly trying to reach my
mother. Finally, a staff member picked up the phone receiver, and I heard her say
kindly, “Tapati, it’s your daughter. Mita.” My mother made an effort to speak, but
she was incoherent. About half an hour later, when I called back, she had passed
away. I have often wished that I could tell her, “Ma, call me Mitan again, and I will
come and fold you in my arms.”

We cremated our mother according to Hindu rites and let her ash flow in the
water. When I was walking back to our car, I was about to turn my head and take a
final look at the sea when our priest stopped me. “Please don’t look back,” he said.
“Let your mother’s spirit go in peace.”

Aarya Syamal - 6 years
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Laufbericht zum 44. Columbus Marathon, 20.10.2024
Rosa Hauch

Fiir Joe, Ellie und Michael

Alle drei sind Patienten des Kinderkrankenhauses in Columbus, alle drei waren
mit 23 anderen kleinen Patienten und ihren Betreuungsteams an der
Marathonstrecke. Und 1381 Frauen sowie 2204 Manner gaben High five an jeder
ausgestreckten ubergrofden Schaumgummihand bei ihnen. Um es kurz zu machen,
es war der emotionalste Marathon, den ich gelaufen bin und ich nehme an, dieses
Gefiihl wird nicht zu toppen sein. Die gesamten Einnahmen des Laufes gehen an
das Kinderkrankenhaus. Es ist ein grofdartiger Charity-lauf. Insgesamt haben in
allen Disziplinen rund 12.000 Sportler teilgenommen, so viel wie noch nie.

Der Weg zum Marathon

Der Weg zum Marathon fiihrt in diesem Fall tiber eine Bewerbung bei der Stadt
Dresden. Dresden und Columbus sind Partnerstddte und seit 2012 gibt es zwischen
beiden den Marathonaustausch. Funf Laufer aus Dresden laufen im Bundesstaat
Ohio und funf Laufer aus Columbus eine Woche spater im Bundesland Sachsen, in
Dresden.

Das bedeutet, wird die Bewerbung akzeptiert, zahlt der Laufer nur den Flug. Der
Startbeitrag ist geschenkt und wohnen darf man in einer Familie. 2012 war Jim
Tornes mein Gast. Er war damals der alteste Teilnehmer mit 83 Jahren und walkte
noch die 10 Kilometer in Dresden. Damals hatte ich ihm versprochen, dass ich
auch einmal in Columbus laufen werde. Jim hat zwolf Jahre gewartet und mich
schliefdlich an der Strecke angefeuert. Unterstiitzt wurde er von einem seiner
Sohne. Das war grofdartig. Ich hatte auch Familie an der Strecke. Toll.

Meine Gastfamilie

Kris Olsen hat mich mit einem kleinen Schild am Flughafen abgeholt. Wir kannten
uns nicht, erkannten uns sofort und stellten fest, dass es viele Gemeinsamkeiten
gibt. Wir sind beide gerne Omas, wir laufen gerne und wir lieben unseren Job. Als
Kris 2012 in Dresden war, hat sie erlebt, wie bewegend es fiir Laufer ist, wenn sie
direkt nach dem Lauf ihre Medaille bekommen und diese Medaille auch gravieren
lassen konnen. Auf der Riickseite steht dann der Name, die Zeit und was man sonst
so mochte. Kurzentschlossen rief sie ihren Mann Aaron an und sagte ihm, dass sie
eine Geschéaftsidee hétte. Das haben die beiden meisterhaft umgesetzt. Mit einem
gewaltigen Anhédnger und drei Laserdruckern fahren sie seitdem von Marathon zu
Marathon und machen Laufer gliicklich. Sehr gliicklich. Ich habe es gesehen. Nach
dem Marathon in Columbus habe ich es mir im Tender bequem gemacht und nur
in glickliche Gesichter geschaut. Was fir ein cooler Job.

Der Lauf am 20.0ktober 2024

Marathon ist nichts fiir Langschlédfer. Es geht immer im Dunklen raus, es ist immer
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kalt am Start, ob Mann oder Frau, alle mussen vor Aufregung ganz oft aufs
Ortchen und dann rollen die Wellen langsam zum Start. In Columbus wurden wir
von guter Musik begleitet. Die Rhythmen tragen dich und dann willst du blofd noch
loslaufen. Doch den Startschuss tibernahm nicht der Renndirektor, sondern eine
Patientin des Kinderkrankenhauses. Ihre Worte rihrten zu Tranen, als sie sagte,
wir sind alle Kampfer, ob gegen die Zeit oder gegen den Krebs, wir kampfen alle
und geben unser Bestes.

Und das war auch so. An jeder Meile saf$ ein kleiner Patient, es gab grofse Portraits,
ein Betreuungsteam, die schon erwdhnte grofse Schaumgummihand und Musik
und dann strengt man sich an, wird munter, lachelt, hebt den Daumen, klatscht
Beifall, will Optimismus zeigen, jeder auf seine Weise.

Waéhrend der 26 Meilen wurde es auch immer warmer und mit dem Trinkrucksack
fuhlte ich mich gut ausgestattet. Am Tag zuvor fuhr Jim mit seinem Sohn und mir
die Strecke ab. Er kannte sie auswendig, denn er ist schon ganz oft diesen
Marathon gelaufen. Das war eine gute Idee, denn so wusste ich immer, was noch
kommt und fiihlte mich einfach besser vorbereitet.

Ich wollte unter funf Stunden laufen und habe 4:44:30 geschafft. Damit bin ich
auch unter die Top 10 in meiner Altersklasse gelaufen. Wahnsinn. Top 10 in
Amerika. Mir war das gar nicht aufgefallen, aber Kris. Und so bat sie Aaron, mir
nahezu einen Roman auf die Medaille zu gravieren. Es ist eine schone Erinnerung
und Bestatigung fiir die Tradition des Marathonaustausches.

Am letzten Tag haben wir uns noch einmal alle getroffen und die Lauffreundschaft
gefeiert.

| EE EE
EER EE

BEEE B

Einige Momente aus dem Marathon
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Contemplation -Suparna Lala [Acrylic on Canvas]




Safe Harbour -Parag Desai

38



WIS AR
IR A

siferar RIGT e =71 AMTHIT 1|l (AT WS ot (oIR| s 4@ e 18 11
ST (e (=18 I WD, T TS’ | (@G JETe-a7 3 s i 2ted
<1 FIEBTA (N2 ALGTBIF ©feT (LICE (ST G2 Ho |

A (ST OO g (AF S| (@S Arssfema G Aife (o168 @ (9IAnT et
U QR ot Wi eF Facel M Sreifee G6 amT wfwT 2@ 49 A
(A @ =, T (R1B AR GREABR G914 A 87 B RISt 4 191 foreigt o7
S (I IR 43 TR oG AR FCeT W AT A1 | JAG-9F (R I AN
9T (JEF FT| I B (R0 (O (Rt R0l &= [FRes W= M| ACRIIS
=

AR FHA A134-9 SR G2 IR | FIOW (RUEAWMI Q1T 8 G @12 77711 @151 FIF
TSl ¥, T FCET IR GIReT 7= | BB (@11 < AHC W FOIC B T4
T ASTR O3 @I, O J[WIT Q07 TSl ETifRel| TS (A B FATCEA
FACSNT NB - B (RCEAE ToI-51 7ol-9l7 e [ | SIFo0 FBIA SIS
sifea ote fornr ffercar et Qg @ferr-a coffent <&@ Frsres! A o
(S|

ENRArE =97 o8 Tore tR! B w1 e a© 977 47 @GR 9T 9 FHICA o
R B8 AR @ T = WF GFF TN 20 Tl Ol 2ol | I Y33 AT
M| B2 (@S FFICA 216Co ISTR WS, “TCH 9% A1’ I GF6l THE A
SIte2 g (ST AF IFE AR I[P AF W, Hou=aal N A\ ST TS @A
CTTRAIE BTY #Ier® 2| ARFCE T (A Yoo o F0® 2 AFFOT TSAR Gy | JI
[RRCa (=1 2CS 1 2002 87 G3 BT I (HeTce 22| 8 AN (AF @RER @ GBI
MATS 2T (BICAR A | AR [T A T il fFR (A0e o= epifee ahend
AN SSIROA (T TR FAIBCAR (AT A=W HCL (|

Q4 TR OIS Bl (713, e Gs bl H0d G011 (o7 Y7 el WfE e n&’or 4Rl
B O 0 I Al @OSTe AFIET Aobl WY Fqrmte (E| @ Wb 5
| 4T Sl TS| T TICEF OIS OG RGIw o1 Irens o2 | 5@ aaw a2
T @ LRI FIOSH! Y @SSl vt feens Aifas oita2 o7 RS 2IEF @ @2 Few
MBI A0 (@R T 70, (7 @GSBIR Q| FI9ISTB! % FF (|

TR (RS I (RGN IS I (B A | 71 (AF 93 FFIC T
OIS FHCS YJ @I T ST FHIF | A R GCe I Ay Mg Fhe e 23
e AreTd Moy SR A1, M NIRGT AleAm FE @1, JEE SiEA ST
ST SRR (SN OWT§ 128 AR FCET [BI0 | BTSN QI @1ee FI61 Al

89



R A AR St fSfow @rd tIreined 7 &6 $fReg ardn " A e
A F T 2ol GFB! (FIN 5 AT OIRCE (OF g qeF Oz <l JI
SIREY A S A0S ETIFRA (Bl &1 (I RO AT | ML O (RS A,
O &L = AFE FFeT G2 (MBS (FIFB! WGCS| (T HHAL @IABASHA-GF
HIORRISIIET Sed AN~ FEHI| (O Gt 8B 87 IFMA A0! Afoqre! befre
YF| (& o Fo FFIE 85 Mg o e SIS, @ 7, ‘e o FIEF,
‘COINIE [RRR CorF e a Bfe faae-ag avFea vk ot @t asgs
FANS NI @TS M| AINF oo BB FHIEAREA (LANTS (3T (73|
T ST @fac TeTR T Aifas onad gt o) = A6 Mo Sog, @R
ST A (0, FIAT (G A7 (Fsoifnas R (B et e aree (rifedia @
T 2 Il 412 OIF e 261 @2 A S Fiey 708 Fd, ©fF Y2 AT (O
B! Frfeior Sreefel 51 0F; Oet AR FRT| SIS AISHI (O S T R (GrR
i foras @iz ey, ‘@mEr, F@ vy swfs a1 ¢ear wrer s
Qi w42 T S, T Yo, e A AeTE qifis aeEe e [
THAI6T (6T A1 (7 513ee ey fees oiee 35, ©u=3| 5@ siwa 7% Aaee 91
TSN 87 IQE 97 AN AR HICF-CRRIDA G @iyl I @y oo
GBS (WS ], S0 ' HYIR (O] 50 SRR =1 A & J< | Ol
SR (PRIEAHIR FAE AR T AEH| GO6T TN T4 O G APE T4
AT S 2518 FF T @R IS P eace @i @ A1 S IR FE O
YR 92 O A R @l Rf6 1 ey feel ore ofF Sifeor fere-ag
FFIRGT (AT AMF |G| O (ALl T

@R s F O QIO SAR-FHG (0 GTifRAT T4 0E Q07 (GBI, O S0
WY QP FE o171 G OF [Ced TN @@ 20071 G2 &S A T = (@ O
31 (R0 fRh eFRH (A A (R 20 FAF G ([0 (R (& QARG
&S| [ 7 MOTe QIR Q| (&0 7B (A et &g fom A1) wrens of
@I T3 F| GIATSH! BIeTIres Q6! AIE B Hee & FAe1| AF T B
CHFE ([ ([F0O HENR G (S I WReTl FHOIE O Seei 89’ Kot
TOIY FE B! GRIE IS A ez frea =nfS q1851 G fore et Ao1e
1S T DB FACR! AT (OF GTHANE HHCF (9!
et @ fifatea oy ciife 2o B 9aR oifes (@ oI 4eE SeT =i aEEe
Q! (@IS TR PN GF6! AR O 7 (=8 - GRET b S| Bl
YCeT GH0T MG (A Y2 AT GG SR R (TS W® FCH A | SOH(A OIS
GRIE SAfe™ FF GIE SIS F 0 5 (R | ISII Bl AR (sTicR T (e
5 o TS (e oifEea oite aml of 5 <rs! 3R qIf$ AFea e @) Sl
foferel @3 ¢l Bfbe aestat! TRt U8 oIFfd FE | O SfFETT IS S|
g 218 581 21 FRMaa oy | 49! @7 fAre (oFId (e iR & 719 o S S

40



CTTRAT (FITICS @2 NS GFF (4 2[Ld RIF6IE A @0 et Ficen| e G
qre T ORI @i Ive @ TR T ozl ITIE Afer e (=t
frcare g WRIRICS Wze @ N (Sre T SerR! (7 (It (Ts i 5% e
ST A0 ©IF UfE QTN BT (oNR! ATSTE Wl-ATdt s a1 F0 oo 1 foresg
sieg! =63 725 FCafet 3261 J1F Q9K @IEIAT| TSI ©FF BI'F Bied JHIoF0! JATS 1
A0 (FING! @S 8T CNRAF| G4 AR (... ©IR'AF 8| Grel A& AN S
G

HFI-4II-11 FES FFING! (A2 T RN OIS (oF 9Fell @41 ST (ReT OlelR’S
G2 T ABIET FoT (A WEF Fe BI0 AACR| ST YIS I86 G| (LA
Y O | QU T BV AGCR| TN AR JAA T b T O 7S Sreizd
el e @ < bt AP GTifRATE IR 796! FIBCS! SR SEHM < &=l
FCS2 TR BCeT TME IHF FIR! SIOIRE Fe (AT [T QAT F3x &7 AR ke
E| @2 ARFGAIG! FE [E0 W (TR I @9 97 @ CNiRAIF IFoAab™
SraoH! 23 T8 oF Ot It (of @bl @ FaCs il ENfRArT e AHT Jrok-
(RED @3 A ST AL FeFIOIF IBF MAF-9F @B & 9 A GoAieb|
AT A oA

RN AT AFIE AAE FINS AT @GB! T Swd @A 2erz @Rt
WCF T SGro8 G g AR| GfRdF WAt 5% ©f 7311 ¢ fpres I
JG(RTS AN T2TS TS | (I IV A AP F(& HI61, Bfey 41,
RIS (=0 IRMCT M8, TRIS T AL BTGB! AT IS AR AT | FHICE
@ I FICSE HI91| ©I2 =R S 1|

AT M= | FRTYR | AMF S5 oy 5| FNMF QG WD &5 WRAW A Bie
] T G| S N 7o (161 (e afwet | [{ea 5 i e AifS e [uicea
AN N S B AEARCE, GG AIKG Gl @b B (R TN, (RSRCY HT QAN
S9ICeT @0l 2, ORI (OF (SN FC SI5ICe Ao =AW A1 (Hrad Sierl |
AT W2 A1 A, CRA Ot W2 RENEE ORI 7% S| (F @ ey g o
e 92 R0 FA00 FACO MW IF A WOCOR A1 GTIRA'ES 8hF2E W+ = WA
SR | DIATE FACENS (S TS G 70| AT AL Wi 2f6 (ofw, @3 Al 513 961
FEAPT (FIF AUTO2 AN | N (ST WF TS BIFI2 1 A | 58 iR i (e
(RS [F6 (LIt T 4F01 2 AR, OF S BB S foxa=g T
I BT AR @F &S QRGN GF6! IIeed (15! Ko 912 @ 719 Frea
Fiey Hrod! FE| O (©f (@ 3 [ 7@ A= FIREF! AR (@ 2I=E1?
O TR (T AR e Fren! FHrod® S| Qg FIN-TGICT S5 TR Gt
FIOT I W AR [T FACS TN TN G2 WP'T IO GNS AT AT TR
fAten fbfea fRTen? Q1| SRl ARG 12 T PO | @GP CRCR OfR (T TR | Gre!
R TS 5% Q7% GFbT 9FaT! 79 Sl (37 AT

41



F GRFDI (@Y 87 WPE AN WA W R Y-GS ([ Reer
CNRAIE | ARG AEF 2 SIS 5GeT (| IFTBI TA'F Sl AE FECR| 5 I
e WS (18 AT R ATSCR| S ({6 AR (IR O GF6! TSI Gl
fee1| 5t 5 wfSs arebt st ea Feacg 1 Bra-«a s et @AifS @ifS e
ATIGIOI? 2SI S0! &g 2T S (ARAIF|

AV SRS ©ICes Y@ Foren! e g afeic oreet Grifza

9T RIRAIE (A AIFHA | (RS (RIGEREAT B 37 SAFTHEHTG AT T
HATTRA GHIRIT FIG-9 TN SHIT BT GF61 WHF (G G0 20| (WGF
SR SR 897 (e (GAIRIE (@OIeA(B 07| Wsifer feesst ea ik (i 2t TS
Bfbe ? (HHITIR SUCS BI SIfers] (R (TS Bi| Sw3ifer™t 0 7 St

(G A, ©f 20 S (T AR 3058 S, PR G0 (ofefll (TifRA’d RoiFeIET A0
(TS| (FIANS TS (31 (37 T HCFH (O 2 T, (F 39 o8 =g =i
S @A (e AR S @ 9 @I W ofR (o siifer e 62 i
FAR| TG A SHITOR YIRIBCEANE 2O G2 2(E; SR, dFell G Se FiF!
O @ e PR3 FEAT @2 TG 7 I 5% Fare8 b, o 16! fFeg = w4t
RISl AT fFog 91l G941 Ol F (712, FIH 12, W-IR[ (Sl @42 (73] Q61 R
CHAGIRT AT (T GFBT (RIG & ST, 92 B FIE |

N OIS OO (F AN (0B AT SIF T2 Y9 AT (GIRAGT TUi 02
YR B, TO8 IF SR (AF RS SR Ol @S AE AR S0, I267
(1 ST (Al TE ©R? @8 ITA’T WA ufe & fRacafes? =ihr oS s 47 o=™
T A-(RCA S (oIeT ENRA F FRAGR BT (S Fowa W S Sy 24b1
FAE? AT 9! 5T AF? AT @A FITGH! F[OT (B3 FAE| [5G AT 2SI
ISP (O] (1R FRE (MR AF FER | Hfverad ST A561R & wigs, 17 e 1
A @7 (RCETg AN? Ay T S AT S ANCHG F (TR ST (R A @A,
AMT? SRS FY MCL? SWA (O T WA @R (@06, WA IR A, S Il
(S 19F =12 MG R WoT? emae [ poaEens 71 FR=el? 8md [ orRe...
RAFBCAL.. Q... Y& AlMR... GIUGT AR T (NR| O AT Aealie =1 A
SECTE] YA SITG0T SBCR AT S|

2518, (HIHT A

FCAT W& (IR *A6] SIS 9 ([ (S0 W0 | IO QRS [ T A0S | G
(S0® B1 (L4 AR (TN (S WA ANHR (FIF FCE G 9o 477 s | e
93 (S FCACR 0T GBI ETCST QA ReT |

- RIICAT? 512

ST AT 0T I (4T GTRAN| Y AFB! FR S@d TR | S FCoT CHAG FI0T
C4ETCS Cof ¢ (T AR B W A (72 (RIGLREAT (| CATETISIR SeuzsiTe
@GR (AT (FININ (% (G2 To© 72| QN FCeT (LTS I 2IPBT 6 (etet

42



Q2 & 2(A? M @RI iy 1 fog Ar w0 g Feera Torkar qeies g wwed
Gq (GIOGI! Sl S GF (LA TN FEN GTSl FE AR 9IA8! Grel ol
CSBAI, #TeTT P (S (T FE @ LT (OF (1 513 1 DoRmwa! ? @2 Foat ST &
[0S COR AN | FOIBT SRR @0 AR Biifas el

- SR (ST Ao AeTM?

BT CHITII AMCHR FI (ERIBT (6 MR |

G M A efE (@tER T 47 ARl (of 2eRdl fig o i s
QB! @ FOR G T (00| §oI B 0T AP Qe UG (I SIS |
@FHAMTE FIA6T e ZCO! TSy T8 @IREA| TS @RIF SR qAI6! (<
=T ol

58 87 M @, T3, TR IR (GILd |

SIfeTT RS AR WRIF FUCAT S (@I WA (TS, (O IR &l 212 (&I e
| (7 TCS! AT TR (F AT BT QoATRa|

Hidden Colours - Tanmoy Sarkar [Acrylic on canvas]

43



Breath - Soham Ghosh [Oil on Canvas]
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Shiv-Shakti - Sucharita Mukherjee [Pen and Pencil on Paper]
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Die Nalanda-Universitat und Varanasi: Eine Reise in das

alte Wissen und die Ewigkeit
Aranyasom Das
Im Dezember befand ich mich im Herzen der spirituellen Hauptstadt Indiens -
Varanasi. Die Stadt empfing mich mit kiithler Luft, aber die Warme der Hingabe
war an jeder Ecke zu spuren. Meine erste Station war der Heilige Tempel, wo
Jahrhunderte der Gebete in den Steinmauern nachzuklingen schienen. Der Duft
von Weihrauch, die rhythmischen Gesdnge und der Anblick der Pilger, die sich in
Ehrfurcht verneigten, gaben mir das Gefiihl, als hatte sich die Zeit verlangsamtr

Vom Tempel aus schlenderte ich durch die labyrinthartigen Strafien. Sie waren
voller Farben und Gerdusche - safranbekleidete Sadhus, Stinde voller
Ringelblumen und der stfde Ruf der Chai-Verkaufer. Hinter jeder Ecke verbarg sich
etwas Neues: alte Turen, verblasste, aber stolze Wandmalereien und
Ladenbesitzer, die mich mit einem Licheln hereinbaten. Die Stadt wirkte wie ein
lebendiges Museum, pulsierte aber gleichzeitig mit der Lebendigkeit der
Gegenwart.
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Meine Reise erinnerte mich auch an die Nalanda-Universitit, einst ein Leuchtturm
des Wissens im alten Indien. Obwohl sie weit von Varanasi entfernt liegt, fithlte
sich ihr Geist des Lernens mit der zeitlosen Hingabe der Stadt verbunden. Themen
wie Naturwissenschaften, Ethik und Politik sowie Kulturwissenschaften standen
oberer Spitze in der Universitdt. Das, was einen so fesselt, ist das wie solch ein
Wissen vor Tausenden Jahren schon gelehrt wurde. Des Weiterem Architektur der
Gebdude wirklich atemberaubend und die Atmosphére ist unbeschreiblich schon.
Es vermittelt ein Streben nach Wissen und Geschichte. Nalanda zog einst Gelehrte
aus ganz Asien an, so wie Varanasi noch immer Wahrheitssuchende anzieht Beide
Orte stehen auf ihre Weise als Symbole fiir das bestdndige Erbe Indiens, der eine
durch Weisheit, der andere durch Glauben.

Als die Sonne unterging, stieg ich in ein Boot auf dem Ganges. Die abendliche Puja-
Zeremonie entfaltete sich wie eine heilige Auffithrung. Priester schwenkten
Lampen in perfektem Rhythmus, Glocken l&uteten im Einklang und Gesdnge
stiegen in den Nachthimmel empor. Vom Wasser aus war der Anblick
faszinierend: Feuer traf auf Fluss, Hingabe traf auf Ewigkeit.

Varanasi war nicht nur ein Ort, den ich besucht habe, es war eine Erfahrung, die
sich fir immer in meine Seele eingebrannt hat.
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Companionship - Kazi Rafsanjani Amin

Tranquility - Jyotirmoy Paul
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Struggling to find
Indian Kitchen Appliances ?

Mixer Grinders, Wet Grinders, Multi Makers, Cookers
and their Parts ...

indi Op540) (O30
R £ 0 !'?'f@‘ﬁ We are in Berlin and send through
@ +49 1521892 8405 iﬂ . Eﬁ%@ Courier all over Europe
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