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I. Foreword from the President

We could bet our last "roshogolla” that no one, absolutely no one, picks up a
magazine to devour the President's speech. It's like looking for "mishti doi"
in a salad bar — you won't find it! But hey, since you've already made it to the
first section, let's give you a warm welcome. Amidst the whispers of
anticipation and the gentle hum of excitement, we are celebrating the
inauguration of our latest literary endeavour—a Bengali magazine in the
heart of Dresden, that promises to be a beacon of culture, art, and
expression. It is with great pleasure that we embark on yet another journey
of creativity, culture, and camaraderie through the pages of our cherished
“Pujo Barshiki” which started only last year. This magazine is a reflection of
a small effort to preserve our heritage, foster creativity and inspire our
future generations, forging bonds of unity and diversity. Today, as we turn
the pages of our first edition, let us savour the words and images that grace
these sheets. On this occasion, we wish to extend our heartfelt gratitude to
the House of Resources, Dresden+, for their invaluable interest in our project
and their generous financial support. Their belief in our mission and
commitment to our cause have been instrumental in our endeavours thus
far.

Bongo Utsav Dresden (BUD) e.V. officially came into existence in the year
2021, although our journey began in 2019 when we initiated the
organization of Durga Puja and other cultural events. Over the past few
months, we've had the pleasure of coming together to celebrate a myriad of
activities, ranging from gatherings and hiking adventures to cultural events.
But what truly stands as the crowning achievement of this period is our
pioneering celebration of a “Science Day” in Bengali language right here in
Germany. During this remarkable event, we delved into a wide array of
scientific topics, all while conversing in our mother tongue, Bengali. It was a
testament to our commitment to preserving our cultural and intellectual
heritage even in distant lands.

In the course of this year, we have also had to bid farewell to a few of our
cherished members. We wish to express our deepest gratitude to them for
their unwavering dedication and invaluable contributions, which have
played an instrumental role in our success over the years. As in any dynamic
community, some will move on to new horizons, while fresh faces will join
our ranks. However, one truth remains unaltered: Bongo Utsav Dresden is a
timeless entity, forever linked by an invisible bond that transcends time and



space. It is a bond that elevates our personal friendships to new heights and
creates a sense of family among us.

In light of this, I extend my warmest invitation to everyone, both old and
new, to become a part of Bongo Utsav Dresden. Here, you will not only
discover the Essence of Bengal but also become part of a diverse, welcoming,
and closely-knit family right here in Dresden. Join us in revelling in our
culture, heritage, and the lively mosaic of Bengali traditions. Together, we'll
craft lasting memories, build meaningful connections, and ensure that the
vibrant spirit of BongoUtsav Dresden remains robust and enduring.

As I was about to wrap up my speech, news of yet another war situation in
Europe has unfolded. In times like these, we understand the importance of
an escape, a sanctuary where culture, art, and stories can offer solace and
respite. Our magazine, amidst the chaos, aspires to be just a refuge, where
you can momentarily escape the rising tensions. So, let's embark on this
journey together, finding comfort in our shared heritage and the power of
storytelling. If you've made it to the end of my ramblings, kudos to you, dear
patient reader! You're officially invited to chat with me over a steaming cup
of "gorom gorom cha." Let's spill the tea, quite literally!

- Dr. Binit Syamal
President.
BUD e.V.
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BUD’s Cultural Voyage: A Year of Tradition, Celebration,
and Togetherness

Embracing the rich tapestry of Bengali culture and traditions in the heart of
Dresden, Bongo Utsav Dresden (BUD) e.V. stands as a beacon for cultural
preservation and celebration. Throughout the year, BUD has woven a
colorful narrative of events and festivals, each echoing the vibrant rhythms
of Bengal. As we approached the close of this year, the anticipation for BUD's
annual magazine, a tradition inaugurated just last year, grows. Join me as I
take you through all the activities and events that BUD has gracefully
unfurled since the release of our previous magazine and reminisce about
the cherished moments and the communal spirit that defined each of BUD's
endeavours.

1. Durga Puja, 2022: A Triumph of Good Over Evil

Durga Puja is more than just a festival; it's a deeply ingrained emotion for
every Bengali. In 2022, BUD made sure that this emotion was experienced in
all its richness and depth in city of Dresden. The members of BUD
transformed Heimathaus Cossebaude into a Puja Mandap, adorned with
handcrafted decorations.

Worshipping the divine Mother, Cossebaude, Dresden 2022



The rituals spanned over three days, from 'Sashti-Saptami' and ‘Asthami’ to
'Nabami-Dashami'. Over 300 participants, hailing from various parts of
Germany and donned in traditional attire, immersed themselves in the
celebration. The members of BUD prepared Prashad and lunch every day for
all attendees, serving a plethora of dishes free of cost.

Left - Several BUD members busied themselves preparing khichudi for attendees
amidst the panoramic hilltop garden in Freital during Durga Puja in 2022. Right -
Participants of Durga Puja 2022 engaging in "Sindur Khela" on the final day
(Dashami) of the festival.

Besides the religious observances, the attendees enjoyed cultural programs,
danced to the mesmerizing beats of the 'dhak’, and sang heartfelt devotional
songs. On the second day of the event, BUD proudly introduced their
inaugural sharodiya magazine, “Shilpaangkriti”. However, this festival was
not merely a religious gathering; it was a vibrant showcase of culture. In
2022, BUD also hosted a distinct cultural event at the Riesa efau hall after the
durga puja celebration, encompassing two primary segments. The initial
part was graced with captivating dances performed by BUD members, while
the latter section was predominantly dedicated to singing and poem
recitations. Moreover, throughout the event, attendees were treated to a
variety of snacks, enhancing the overall festive and engaging atmosphere

2. Science Day, 2022: Celebrating Bengal's Intellectual Heritage

While Bengal is known for its cultural festivities, its contributions to science
and the world of intellect are unparalleled. BUD's 'Science in 2022' event
highlighted this. It began with an opening speech from the president of BUD
and showcased why science is important for bengali, followed by interactive



presentation from multiple bengali scientist or working professionals working
in Dresden. An exhibit dedicated to Sir Jagadish Chandra Bose, the father of
modern Indian science, was a highlight.

Poster from BUD's Science Day 2022, paying tribute to renowned Bengali scientists

BUD members pose for a group photo during the Science Day event, held in the
Physics Department at TU Dresden



3. Saraswati Puja, 2023: Ode to the Goddess of Knowledge

BUD's celebration of Saraswati Puja was a tranquil and emotive affair,
reverberating with devotion and cultural fervor. The event, held at Riesa
efau, saw BUD members setting up a majestic poster of Goddess Saraswati
for worship. Following the solemn rituals, the atmosphere shifted to a more
festive one with the inauguration of a Bengali bazaar, where attendees
savored the delectable Bengali street food, fuchka. Subsequently, BUD
provided a sumptuous lunch for all, a testament to their commitment to
hospitality.

Left - Devotees Engaged in Worship During Saraswati Puja 2023. Right - A scene
from the stage drama "Bhushundir Mathe" by BUD members at Saraswati Puja
2023

4. Excursion to Malter Lake, 2023: Community Bonding Amidst Nature

BUD. is not merely a socio-cultural association focused on festive occasions
but also for organizing numerous summer activities, unveiled a delightful
excursion to Malter Lake as one of this year’s standout events. The tranquil
Malter Lake, cradled amidst the lush verdancy close to Dresden, tendered an
idyllic backdrop for this charming adventure, offering participants a serene
retreat from urban chaos and a glimpse into nature’s exquisite splendor.
Navigating through the enchanting pathways to this scenic sanctuary,
participants were offered two distinct yet equally appealing travel
alternatives. A vigorous hike through the mesmerizing Rabenauer Forest
offered some an intimate encounter with nature’s multifaceted beauties,
while others, seeking a more leisurely pace, traversed the same lush forest
aboard the historical steam rail, each clank and puff resonating with tales of
bygone eras, inducing a rich, nostalgic charm. Upon arrival, Malter Lake,
with its crystalline waters and gentle ambiance, extended a warm, silent
welcome to us. Some opted to explore its silent depths and whispering waves



up close, with boats gliding seamlessly over the mirror-like surface, while
others succumbed to the refreshing embrace of its calm waters with a
leisurely swim. But the day transcended mere aquatic adventures, emerging
as a tapestry woven with threads of camaraderie and relaxation. Gathering
for a quaint picnic under the whispering leaves, participants shared laughs,
stories, and culinary delights, embedding warmth into the tranquil
surroundings.

Left - Posing with the Weifleritztalbahn Right - BUD members after a well spent
day at Malter Lake

The return journey aboard the
historical steam rail not only
marked the conclusion of a
beautiful escapade but also
provided a moment of reflection,
allowing the absorption of
lingering memories and
experienced tranquility.
Ultimately, the journey to Malter
Lake was more than an
excursion; it was a symphony of
adventures, relaxing moments,
and united smiles, composed
alongside nature’s most splendid

settings, and is sure to linger in

the memories of all BUD BUD members hiking to the

Somsdorfer Klamm
members.



5. Summer Grill Soiree, 2023: Riverside Revelry with BUD

In the luminous embrace of summer, BUD unrolled its tapestry of
togetherness once again, orchestrating a vibrant summer grill party on the
enchanting banks of the Elbe River. Earlier this year, members of the
community were gracefully immersed in a delightful afternoon-to-evening
gathering, where they were greeted with an array of succulent grilled
delicacies and an atmosphere saturated with congeniality. With a heartfelt
and generous offering, BUD provided all food and grill materials
complimentary to its members, thereby elevating the event beyond a mere
social gathering. The gentle currents of the Elbe, paired with melodies of
shared laughter and stories, crafted a milieu where connections deepened
and spirits were lifted. In reflection, this occasion was not merely a party; it
was a cherished episode of shared experiences, encapsulating BUD's
unwavering spirit of unity and camaraderie.

Scenes from our grill party - a collection of happy faces



6. Potluck at the Big Garden, 2023: Culinary Delights and Spirited
Games Amidst Dresden’s Greenery

In the verdant sprawl of the Big Garden of Dresden, BUD wove yet another
tapestry of community and camaraderie by hosting a series of potluck
gatherings, accentuating the summer with flavors and frolic. Members
enthusiastically arrived, bearing dishes that were not only a feast for the
palate but also a showcase of their culinary artistry, each platter telling a
story of unique flavors and heritage. The potlucks weren’t merely a
gastronomical journey but also a spirited celebration of talents and hobbies.
Against the backdrop of nature's lush and leisurely canvas, members delved
into various sports activities. The gentle caress of the summer breeze
witnessed the vigor of football matches and the swift, engaging moves of
badminton games, among other lively endeavors. These gatherings at the Big
Garden were not merely events; they were a fusion of diverse cultures,
tastes, and joyful physical activities, all under the tranquil embrace of
nature, strengthening the bonds amongst BUD members amidst the verdant
settings.

Clockwise from top left: Members
warming up with stretches before
the football match.; BUD's young
members savoring a feast at the
potluck.; Tired but elated faces.



As BUD. reflects on a year of vibrant cultural celebrations, spiritual
gatherings, and hearty camaraderie, we look back with gratitude and
forward with anticipation. Each meticulously orchestrated event, from
joyous festivals and serene excursions to culinary adventures and
intellectual engagements, has not only reverberated the rich rhythms of
Bengali culture but also woven a cherished tapestry of shared experiences
and memories amongst the Bengali community in Dresden. The forthcoming
release of our annual magazine promises to encapsulate these myriad hues
of our collective journey, signaling not an end but a pause to cherish the past
and embrace the future. Here’s to BUD, our collective spirit of unity and
celebration, and to another year of safeguarding and reveling in the
splendid mosaic of Bengali traditions and togetherness. May our upcoming
chapters be yet more vibrant, and our bonds of community grow ever
stronger.

Jyotirmaya Ijaradar
Treasurer.
BUD e.V.



BUD e.V. sincerely thanks House of Resources, Dresden + for
supporting us in our endavours

House of
Resources

Dresden +

House of Resources Dresden+ | Schweizer Strafde 32 | 01069 Dresden

Telefon: 0351 40766253 E-Mail: info@hor-dresden.de
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A traditional ‘Alpona’ (painted motif)
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We are back with our second edition of our annual magazine. This year we
bring to you a kaleidoscope of writings that capture the spirit of the festive
season. We hope that each of you enjoy this edition as much as we enjoyed
reading and compiling all the submissions. We wish you a happy and
prosperous year ahead. Until next time...

Magazine Committee
2023
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Congregation - Arka Baksi



-8 11, e A1 Sl b 7ot ?

-SIFF ? SO G (A @G0l 917 919 BF FeTCal, "I | T (& Seat ?

AeTFNE I,

"N GRS, FAETR Suies]

S ST SRR

nomel S0 I A9 Gs- B QUTR el ?”

-4 S, ARSI Y& ISARCE (Of! FAPNA FeThae] Qe (IR ! P 1 27
T IS 2IGBIR |

8 1 ©I2 (O, TR IC I8 T 7t 7 ' Otwet ! 5iS w=vis....

TREH Wl WeT RUG SIACS AT ..

TR o S

(I O AeAABITS SR I BT TGN et e 0 21Ce WS | S W
mebT 5Ty I (CETIR| 7R (NP (OB =91 (90 S0 | (TSIt STl
SR SR AT ST MG ST (S T [ BBl A |

T (@eR TH| YOIF (@IE RORT FAO FA00 SF A SR A, 2SN FA00
FACS QFANY FCATUIBT *H FF (AT ATT| ©F NCHH F SE T SRS
TSI AT OGS TITHTT (*1F TR SF FICR NG B AR, 9© Sl

01



©I2 S YIS SN T 199 QoA G FE WS (B8 IR OGeICARIBIE
IGICS, QT FACS AR ST T (FH T, S 21y ©© 2|

AT FRCOL ST =00 2105 A0 (53¢ |

R SIrET 5 e | g A v @

TR R ST S AR 2 GF TS FASHATAIBT S (O (S (ST NS FF
a3

I S ©9fF s =1 @err, ST o arife et @, NI W e s Ol
(CRUET @917 AT SIS GBI FIBISEA! AFFIE 7O A GG | 9Fp 22
AT AR AT (ST (BIRFG SN 2T | TN (92 IR O [945 petts Moo qee|
5 SIS AR ©5I92 Q! RIMS SR S (e R Cofd 231 o=t 9661 =l e
[ pFlT| FRIMER Q14T 90 Faaie, 2 ©FfF (o Ga™ WA a7l Ra-rer
SICRI2 O[T AT ST SIBT MG STo| o7 ST ST [ GG, 97 &R WfE eviarg
Seh &9 JIeTCRIE STC&S IT, YOOI (G4 T R AMCS A |

* %k ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok Kk ok Kk Xk Kk Kk ok Kk

AR FOBIF ©ro, fF ! 9 Ene g Aete i ? AR (@ TiheeTs Fie 2
SR, T ST @Y ST T RFER FICS A07R | Soria frea emfde i
0T N8 B (T Y ATOR, 35 (LT G121 AR et FHa GsIIBl W 9{L12
fote foicaz | afra wifehn-g amifeea @eatE! @3 oIFE Igee FH0 9= 5126
GIAIETIRICA ACTSICST (AT FRT SCATHR W 9ICS | ©I2 G 145 T2 GG
I 912 fore o | afvra Aifehr-a amiiReEe @ IFesEt| @2 (o2 I=oa FHih

02



GUIEAIRIET SCASITST (AT T SCATHR W 9T | T3 97w 15 RS SsAB1
YT R @9 TTT | FA1oBst (A 91 WSH FF o (BITL ST Sl 2T
Ty S0 0T AFCAT|

G T FOIReT (AT I I WNGANGT FRACS FACS TLGT BEvsICa ol ST (SIRTT QT
AGIeT| RS T 9101 (R1 AFD 2© ST 415 37177 S |

I, o s atet qW! s A4 e weE Rt e of Sifegfe oo
AN

0 ©XR @9 4 G RIAAT TN (S (O A ST ©eo=G (o1 o
FACA!

The Goddess awakens - Shibani Punekar
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Journey to Hidden Beauty: The Manor Dam Adventure
Avadhesh Mishra

Last weekend, my family and I embarked on an adventure to a remote and
unexplored place known as Manor Dam. The journey was quite pleasant,
and this hidden gem is nestled along the Mumbai-Ahmedabad highway. Our
decision to visit this place was rather spontaneous; we had no concrete
plans, and uncertainty loomed over us. After all, it was a 100-kilometer drive
from our home, and the monsoon rains were pouring relentlessly.

After approximately two hours of driving, Google Maps directed us to take a
left turn, diverting us from the highway. As we followed this route, the road
gradually narrowed, and doubts began to creep into our minds. We
questioned whether we should continue or turn back. The landscape
transformed, and we found ourselves on village roads, passing through
small tribal communities. Soon, the surroundings became enveloped in lush
greenery, with no signs of civilization. It felt as though we were on our own,
with no one to offer guidance.

Manor Dam
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Just as we were beginning to doubt the reliability of our GPS, a motorbike
appeared on the road ahead. We stopped and approached the riders,
inquiring if there was indeed a dam ahead. To our relief, they confirmed its
existence but advised us to park our car and continue on foot for about 300
meters to get a glimpse of it.

With renewed hope, we followed their instructions and, after a short ten-
minute hike, arrived at our destination. What we encountered left us utterly
mesmerized — the scenic beauty of Manor Dam was beyond our wildest
expectations. Our weekend trip had turned into a resounding success, and
we relished every moment of the breathtaking natural beauty. It was a
memorable experience, and we cherished the time spent with our family.
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A journey -Moumitha Saha

06



7

57
SIS RIS

& FRATS! Gl FIAE|
I 9 frer el
i iy sy fF ?
OFR AT, 9F2 IO
3T @ (o (7R i@l |

o, 3¢, e, &5l
@< 1 fo1, @ 7 &=
G - YP¥E G il
(3R I T SN |

&l WY (SI*I1F AT |
PR A S A SRR BB EIRE
5if&s Fee<s ST QoI |

s =g @ =@

G (@I Fwfe ifdfs =nfs,

e g & @ ez wifo,

o7 WBTS el FHERS @ (o1 Guif;

g el s-aet e QD)

@A e AreCs e A
©JG (37 ATT BT MK AN
frg St Jror (I ek TS|

eI ¢t fereafe st=ies 5 |
MG F&AN HF (SR TR |
o RIS @ WIHIH STT--
VI (= G (5L SICH ST

m21s JIMGC &R fRifRraset,

ICeF Tlere TG e =W
mRIce R Ssig 72 (@1,
T ABICH [T AT |

07



A Short Visit to the Centre Védantique Ramakrishna -

Paris
Basudeb Talapatra

Being the devotees of the Holy Trio, Sri Ramakrishna, the holy Mother
Sarada Devi, and Swami Vivekananda, it has been an indispensable part of
our tour program to visit the centres of Ramakrishna Math and Mission
(RKM) for the last few years. In India, it is easy to find the centres of RKM
representing a symbol of selfless service to mankind in different corners of
the country. The basic principle followed by RKM is ‘Atmano mokshartham
jagat hitaya cha’ (a sloka from the Rig Veda, which translates to for the
salvation of our individual self and for the well-being of all on earth). The
‘jagat hitaya’ (well-being of all on earth) part consists of the physical, mental,
and spiritual development of mankind which is reflected by the benevolent
activities of RKM through running schools, colleges, hostels, hospitals,
industrial training, and many more along with regular spiritual discourses.
All the activities are very much relevant in a developing country like India.
Interestingly, the branches of RKM, mostly named Vedanta Centres in
foreign countries, are also playing a pertinent role in Western civilizations.
By the grace of the Holy Trio, this was our first opportunity to travel outside
India. The primary interest was to visit our son in Dresden, Germany along
with trips to a few European cities.

Entrance of the main building of the Centre Védantique Ramakrishna — Paris
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While planning the trip, we decided to stay in the Centre Védantique
Ramakrishna (CVR) - Paris which is a branch centre of RKM, India. We
followed the website of CVR and emailed for their permission to spend 2
nights (3 days) on the campus. We received a reply with a warm welcome and
consent to our request. This was the time when the interest in our Europe trip
was augmented by leaps and bounds. At the back of my mind, it was a mild
thirst to experience the profound impact of the teachings and values of Sri
Ramakrishna on the Western community so that such a non-profit
organization, largely funded by the devotees, functions seamlessly even in the
heart of Europe.

It was 17th of August 2023, and we started from Zurich, Switzerland to travel
to CVR -Paris. We had a splendid four-hour trip from Zurich main station to
Paris Gare de Lyon by the famous TGV high-speed (bullet) train. CVR is
situated at around 40 km. away from Gare de Lyon. Following the pre-
received information, cross-verified by Google, we had to come to Gare du
Nord to catch the Tournan bound RER-E train (Magenta line). It took around
40 minutes till we alighted at Gretz-Armainvilliers. It was a sunny afternoon
when we walked for around 10 minutes after crossing the railway bridge to
reach our most awaited destination. Despite the absence of a large nameplate
at the entrance, it was not difficult to identify CVR as it resembled the picture
given on the website. It’s a huge (unable to predict the area) premises full of
greeneries and flowers welcoming the devotees. We passed by the parking lot
full of cars which suggested the presence of a handful number of people
inside, yet quite tranquil. A concentrated spiritual bliss resulted due to the
spiritual practices of the monastic members and the devotion is reflected in
the serenity of the campus. We were well received by one of the volunteers at
the entrance office of the centre. It was around 3 pm in the afternoon and
naturally, we were a bit tired and hungry. The room keys were handed over
to us and we felt connected when the volunteer told us that lunch dishes were
kept separately for us. Following her suggestions, we washed our hands and
directly moved to the dining table. It was purely Bengali vegetarian food
including rice, dal, and vegetable with ‘Payesh’ (mistanna) as dessert. After
lunch, another volunteer showed us our allotted rooms. She was also very
polite to invite us to take part in the evening tea and prayer at the shrine. It
took a while for us to get refreshed and then attended the evening prayer
directly skipping the evening tea session. We entered the shrine and found an
ambiance of divinity as expected in RKM centres. The cleanliness, nice decor,
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silence, aroma of the incense stick, and meditating devotees under the holy
feet of the Holy Trio elevated the spiritual fervor of the shrine. That was the
first time we saw around thirty devotees of different age groups who joined
there for a spiritual retreat over that weekend. We joined them and the
evening arati started around 6pm. It was very surprising for us to hear
flawless Sanskrit pronunciation of the hymns by the French devotees
throughout the entire program. It proves their respect and devotion to the
teachings and principles imparted by CVR. Finally, the program ended with a
short reading of ‘Sri Ramakrishna Kathamrita’ translated into French. Soon
after leaving the shrine, most of the devotees started their karmayoga and got
engaged in preparing the dinner. We went for a short walk through the
greens and woods to explore the vast premises of CVR. We came back when
the bell rang for dinner just before the sunset. It was really a cherishing
moment to enjoy the food there with the local devotees. This was also the first
time we got the opportunity for a short discussion with Swamiji, in charge of
CVR. He was very kind to ask about our journey to CVR and comfort there.
Finally, he informed us about the time of morning arati for the next day. The
group of devotees went for a short walk in the local vicinity while we were
sitting with some of the other devotees and exchanging our views after
dinner. The main gate of the premises was closed around 9:30 pm after the
group returned. Everybody went back to their allocated rooms and the light
of the office building was switched off. Thus, the first day ended pleasantly.

o

Cattle farming at Centre Védantique Ramakrishna - Paris
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In the next morning, our son participated in the morning arati where the
primary focus was japa and meditation with little rituals. We joined directly
at the breakfast table where varieties of bread, croissants, milk, tea, Coffee,
and fruits were arranged and to be self-serviced. After breakfast, we got the
opportunity again to talk to Swamiji and expressed our desire to have some
discussions with him and sought his appointment. He invited us to his office
at 10:30 am. As we became known faces to the other devotees by that time, we
had long discussions with them and were trying to understand the driving
force for which they celebrate the spiritual retreat. Truly speaking, it was just
a big family there and we couldn’t feel any difference in language, culture,
and skin. We realized a oneness among all and remembered that Sri
Ramakrishna used to say that there was no religion for bhaktas (disciples).
After that, we went to the shrine and offered pranam to the lord. After taking
a small rest in the room, we visited Maharaj’s office on time. We mentioned
our concern to him regarding reaching Paris Gare de 1'Est railway station the
next morning by 6:30 am to catch our train for returning to Dresden. He
understood our points and added that local trains reaching Paris on Saturday
early morning can also get cancelled without prior notice. Thus, he felt logical
for us to move to a hotel close to Paris. Then Maharaj informed us about the
activities of CVR including hosting inter-religion meetings, agricultural
activities, cattle farming, and a course on Ayurveda (every Sunday) inside the
campus. We had reluctantly shortened our conversation and took his opinion
for a short visit to the premises before lunch. After going back to the room, we
quickly prepared ourselves for moving to Paris and packed our luggage. This
was also the closing ceremony for the devotees attending the spiritual retreat.
So, there was a gala lunch followed by making the campus ready for the next
program by performing karmayoga including cleaning the dining area,
individual rooms, toilets, and placing the linen in the laundry room. We had
to bid CVR adieu after offering our respect to the lord again.

During such a short trip to CVR, I could probably frame the answer to my
question regarding the popularity of RKM in the Western world. Physical
well-being must be coming routinely every day for most of us. Perhaps, many
of us miss the point of mental well-being. Spending days in places like CVR
helps us to refresh our body and mind together and teaches us the lesson of
being happy by feeling oneness with others. I must mention that it was a very
impressive, evercherishing, and memorable trip for us.
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MEMORIES....
Binita Sengupta

Is there anything better than going through old photographs??7......

A faint memory suddenly coming alive, an old friend suddenly making you
feel so lonely that you yearn to meet her....connect with her, a ceremony
becomes real, you seem to actually start enjoying the moment, a past visit to
a place suddenly makes you long to visit there again. Moreover, seeing the
transformation in oneself is the biggest admiration, it brings a sweet smile
on the lips. Each and every picture brings along memories galore. A few
photographs, but your past is just in front of you.

“Memories ...it motivates you to create new ones"

It is a common sight nowadays, to find people clicking pictures at all places,
kudos to the smartphones. Be it malls or picnics or even an evening stroll,
you find people of all ages posing for pics. Just the other day, during my
morning walk, I found an elderly couple posing for some happy pics
together. As they were not able to take selfies, I volunteered to take it for
them and felt so good to find them posing happily. But after that, I found it
strange that they did not even share a smile or talk. Strange was their
relationship - they preferred to capture nice moments to help them feel
happy later.

Actually, we tend to enjoy the moment and keep it fresh in the mind to go
through whenever we like, in order to actually prolong the moment of joy.
In good old days, there was a single camera in the family which was kept for
special occasions, so the pictures were special and all would come together
to get themselves clicked. They were confined to only special moments, all
dressed up and happy scenes. Now the smartphones are handy and there is
a picture for every moment, be it sad or happy. If you cook a new dish, a pic
makes it look special and if you post it in WhatsApp, the dish really becomes
special. A guest in your house, a picture is clicked. If you meet a friend in the
market, a pic to post in Facebook and it turns out so special. The comments
that follow keep you glued to the phone to know who saw your photo and
who commented. That becomes a memory. Memories motivate you to create
new ones. Really, if you are feeling low, these photographs flood you with so
many memories, that you are bound to feel good that you were a part of
that.

Going through the albums brings back all memories of childhood days. Our
childhood days, when summer holidays were total fun....a visit to Grandma's
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place and spending two months there. All our Masis, Mamas and us cousins
would come together. We had plans for picnics, watching movies together or
spending the whole day under the sun, catching butterflies or fish or playing
"pitto", "gulli danda", "kabaddi". The summer holidays used to be real
holidays - no studies, full day masti and burning our skin under the summer
sun. The bond that developed with my cousins, was too strong that even
though now we don't meet often, there is a WhatsApp group to cling to our
memories. We not only share our childhood memories and renew that bond,
which has now been distanced by time, place and new relationships,
responsibilities and many more things, but create a feeling of an extended
family and warmth where we can share our problems with each other.

Now summer vacations need so much planning. The tuition classes, the
projects for homework, the competition in all fields have narrowed down
the time spent with relatives. The digital world has eaten away the beautiful
time spent in fields, gossips and other pursuits. Planning a long holiday is
impossible nowadays. Now the kids are busy completing their holiday
homework in order to improve their grades; Moms are busy with their own
timetable; grandparents are left waiting to spend time with their
grandchildren. I hardly remember when I last attended a marriage
ceremony with all my relatives around. Some or other commitments just
crop up suddenly. Though we spend time in going through pics to relive
those moments but seem unable to plan for the special time to be together
again.

Reminiscences of the past fills us with so much energy - have you thought
why? Because even if you are surrounded by your loved ones now, you
cherish your childhood friendships, memorable moments, the low stress life,
no tuitions, no competitions to overshadow your enjoyments. I wonder how
we planned our careers - our planning did not start till we were in class 10
or 11. Now a kid of class 6 is very opinionated about the career he/she will
choose and how it should be achieved, what tuition is required..... Good lord!
I would still want a childhood like ours for my kids. I may sound selfish, but
yes, even I do want the best thing to happen to my Kkids, the best career, the
best university & the best job........ but still in my heart, I want a happy life for
them with lots of memories to hang on. So dear, have more memories, they
are your stress busters. Live life to the fullest.
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Aarya Syamal - 4 years

|

Sanghavi Ray - 11 years

Smabhi Srivastav - 10 years
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The Miracle on the Hudson
Aaryan Kannan

An experience you DON’T want to experience...

This incident happened above and on the waters of New York on the 15th of
January. The incident involves an Airbus A320 which belongs to US Airways.
On this day it was headed to Charlotte, North Carolina from New York’s
LaGuardia Airport. The captain was Chelsey “Sully” Sullenberger with first
officer Jeffery Skilles who was new to the aircraft. With just 37 hours of
experience. Both of the pilots had over 20,000 hours of experience.

Take off and climbing to altitude

The take-off went according to plan and they climbed to 3000 feet when they
hit a flock of Canadian geese which were migrating about 4.5 miles from the
airport. Almost immediately the General Electric CFM56 engines shut down
and they climbed for 19 more seconds. Captain Sully immediately took
control from Jeff who did the take off. He immediately switched on the APU
and called out MAYDAY reporting calmly that the aircraft had lost thrust on
both engines due to bird strikes 22 seconds after the strike. While this was
happening, Jeff tried to restart the engines using manual but it was not
possible. They initially requested landing back at LaGuardia but Sully
realised that it would not work so he spotted Teterboro airport but the plane
was way too low.

The Ditching and Rescuing

At this point the only place which was the Hudson river and when Sully was
left with no other option he said the famous words “We may end up in the
Hudson”. Remember the fact that it is mid-January and it was the middle of
winter. The water was a chilly 5 °C and water ditching is really dangerous
and the procedure for water ditching according to the manual was made for
the case only if one engine failed, not both. George Washinton bridge was
crossed at the altitude of 900 ft and the plane ditch on 3:31 after roughly 5
minutes of flight. The angle of attack according to the manual was 11° but
Sully had an angle of 9.5° before touching the water. The plane crashed in
line with the West 50th Street. The impact had a major effect on the tail
filling the rear end with water. Keeping this in mind, the flight hostesses
evacuated the people onto the wings and front raft which deployed when
the front doors were opened. A flight attendant got injured by a
compartment lid during impact and passengers had to give first aid to her. A
man jumped off and tried to swim towards shore but then changed his mind
and came back to the raft. There were ferry boats which immediately came
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to the rescue and soon there were the coast guards. The ferry took all the
people onboard 24 minutes after the crash and due to the currents boats
ended up on both sides of the Hudson, New Jersey and New York. It took 4
hours to count the people and report that all the 150 passengers and 5 crew
were alive.

Conclusion

The aircraft was saved from the waters and investigated by the NTSB
(National Transportation Safety Board) and then donated to the Carolinas
Aviation Museum where it is on display. Captain Sullenberger became an
influential face in aviation safety and was offered the job of US ambassador
to the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) but he steps down six
months later.

Sources and Images Cited:

Hayward, Justin. “The Miracle On The Hudson - The Full Story.” Simple Flying,
15 Apr. 2021, https.//simpleflying.com/the-miracle-on-the-hudsony/.
https:;;//www.wallpaperflare.com/the-city-the-plane-river-people-new-york-bay-
poster-landing-wallpaper-uqrgt
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A Trip to Rugen
Sanghavi Ray

On a warm summer day, specifically on the 20th of July, my family and I were
fully prepared for our upcoming adventure. We had two suitcases with us,
one of which was so big that I could have easily curled up inside of it. Our
destination was none other than RUGEN, a beautiful island situated in the
Baltic Sea. To get there, we had to take a one-hour train ride from the state of
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern. We were all excited to explore the island's sandy
beaches, majestic cliffs, and lush forests.

The journey began early in the morning as we boarded the train at exactly
6:00 AM. The first leg of our trip was only 2 hours long and we arrived in
Berlin for a brief layover. After the short break, we boarded the next train for
the second leg of the journey which lasted 4 hours. In total, our journey took 6
hours, and we had the opportunity to take in the sights and sounds of the
beautiful surroundings along the way.

On the first day of our vacation, I was filled with excitement to finally visit the
beach. It was a mere 5-minute walk from our hotel, so we didn't waste any
time getting there. The chilly weather and water didn't deter me from taking
a plunge into the ocean. As we strolled along the shore, we started building
sand castles using the dry sand. It was a fun-filled day spent enjoying the
beautiful scenery and making precious memories.

Sights and sounds of Rigen
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On the second day of our trip, we set out on a 10km trek through the
breathtaking Jasmund National Park. Despite feeling exhausted and weary,
we continued on, eager to uncover the hidden beauty that awaited us. The
trail was marked with intricate patterns on the trees, which I initially
dismissed as mere paintings. However, as we trekked further along the path,
I began to realize that these markings were actually trail markers leading us
to our destination.

Finally, after what seemed like an eternity, we arrived at the top of a hill and
were met with a stunning view of the Baltic Sea. The crystal clear waters
sparkled in the sunlight, while the cool breeze gently caressed our faces. The
view was absolutely worth the long and tiring journey it took to get there.

The third day of our vacation was blessed with bright sunshine, which made
us eager to go swimming at the beach. As we arrived, my eyes were drawn
to the shimmering blue water that lay before us. The beach had a unique
charm, it looked like a swimming pool, but the sand underneath made it feel
more natural. In the water, I noticed small fish swimming around me. I was
determined to catch them with my bucket, but they were too quick for me.
As I ventured further into the water, the depth was increasing rapidly. The
water was only up to my waist when I first stepped in, but as I moved a little
further, it reached up to my knees. My mother accompanied me as I went in
deeper because I was scared. Suddenly, we spotted some jellyfish swimming
in the water. I let out a loud squeak of fear. But my mother calmed me down,
saying that they were not harmful. Unfortunately, my dad couldn't join us
because he was suffering from a cold. After a while, we convinced my six-
year-old sister to come into the water with us. As she touched a sea plant,
she quickly changed her mind and refused to go back in. As the day
progressed, we went out to explore some of the stunning views around the
area. Finally, we treated ourselves to some delicious ice cream. It was a
perfect day!
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The fourth day of my trip was truly special as it also marked my birthday on
the 23rd of July. The morning was rainy, but it did not dampen my spirits as
I was eagerly looking forward to the day's events. I indulged in my favourite
flavoured chocolate cake which was incredibly delicious, and it made my
taste buds dance with joy!

Later, we visited a hunting palace where I saw animals such as reindeer and
other animals that were hunted at the time, I was fascinated by their
magnificent horns and skin. It was a unique experience that left me in awe.
To celebrate the occasion, we decided to buy another ice cream, and the cold
treat was refreshing and satisfying.

.
A

Birthday cake! Hunting Lodge

On our way back, we rode an old train that was powered by burning coal,
and it was an unforgettable experience that gave us a glimpse of the past.
Feeling hungry, I craved some Vietnamese food, and we went to a restaurant
that served authentic cuisine. The food was simply mouth-watering and
bursting with flavours that delighted my taste buds.

The last day at the beach was bittersweet for me as I have a deep love for the
ocean. We decided to visit a nearby beach that had big waves, which was a
stark contrast to the calm waters of the other beach where we went
swimming. My sister and I frolicked along the shore, chasing and running
from the waves, while a swing nearby added to the fun. My parents went on
a walk to see some pirate-like ships and returned with stories to tell. As the
time came to leave, I felt a deep sadness, knowing that I had to say goodbye
to this beautiful place. We boarded the train at 4:00, and as we journeyed
back, my parents promised that we would return to this island paradise
again.
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Let me share....
Prantik Mahajan

Let me share a short anecdote here. We were returning to Dresden. It was
late in the night and the train had just left the BER Airport. Suddenly,
someone fell ill and there was an announcement for help from doctors (if
any), accidentally travelling on-board. Immediately, some people responded
and together with the on-board staff, emergency first-aid was provided. It
was probably a case of epilepsy and the affected person was struggling on
the floor. In a few minutes, the train made an emergency stop at the nearest
station (not a scheduled stop) and emergency services promptly arrived with
all medical support. They first revived the patient and then took the affected
person to the nearest hospital. Everyone waited patiently in the train until
things were in order and finally the train departed again towards its
destination.

Moral of the story - life is precious and matters most in any given situation.
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"Immersed in Nature's Palette: Captivating view of the picturesque Grindelwald
nestled amidst the Swiss mountains, adorned with vibrant green landscapes." -
Binit Syamal
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My Europe Tour Story
Abhinay Sawant

In the heart of our childhood, we forged bonds that time and distance could
never break. We grew up together, sharing the same neighborhood, the same
building, and even the same classrooms. But as life would have it, destiny
scattered us across the globe, with some of us pursuing higher education and
careers in London and Germany. The years passed, and we found ourselves
separated by oceans, yearning for the days of our shared adventures.

The idea of a grand European reunion had been simmering since 2015, but it
seemed elusive. Financial constraints, weddings, and the complexity of adult life
had kept us from realizing this dream. Then, in 2019, fate smiled upon us, and a
small get-together sparked the flames of our long-awaited European adventure.
With determination and excitement, we embarked on our journey on September
10, 2019 (We were 9 guys - 6 from India Mumbai, 1-UK, 1- Frankfurt, 1- Berlin),
leaving behind the familiar streets of India for the enchanting landscapes of
Europe. A friend greeted us at Frankfurt Airport, where the aroma of a
homemade chicken dish welcomed our eager palates.

Over the next 18 to 20 days, we crisscrossed the continent, exploring the rich
tapestry of cultures, traditions, and cuisines that Europe had to offer. The joy of
reuniting with lifelong friends and experiencing the dream we had nurtured for
years was nothing short of magical.

We decided to seize the moment and embrace adventure to the fullest. From
heart-pounding skydiving experiences to thrilling adventure games, serene
underwater walks to scenic train journeys and unforgettable road trips, we
sought new thrills and unforgettable memories.

Destination we have visited: Frankfurt, Prague, Budapest, Munich, Switzerland,
Amsterdam, Berlin, Paris, Italy, Rome, Austria, France.

Our journey wasn't without its hiccups — a friend's forgotten bag with foreign
currency, another's lost camera, and an unfortunate theft. Yet, these setbacks
only added to the tapestry of our adventure. We immersed ourselves in local
shopping, sampled exotic dishes, and even took on the role of breakfast chefs in
our Airbnb rooms. Through it all, we cherished the camaraderie and the simple
joys of being together.

As the days passed, September 28, 2019, marked the bittersweet end of our
European odyssey. We returned to our daily routines in India, but our hearts
brimmed with memories that would be recounted for generations to come.

Our European journey was more than a mere tour; it was a chapter in our lives
that defined friendship, adventure, and the indomitable spirit of exploring the
world with those who matter most.
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"You Spirit of Holiness, you live in our unholiness. You Spirit of Wisdom, you
live in our unwisdom. You Spirit of Truth, you live in our untruth. Oh, please
stay there! You have every right to go looking for a more desirable address,
but you do not do so. After all, it would be a futile search! You, who are
creating and regenerating and making your own house, oh, keep on living
here so that some day you may be pleased with the house you are making in
my unworthy heart." - Kierkegaard
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FOUND IN THE LOST
Sudipta Paul.

He may have lost many battles.
Some say losing is its destiny.
Some say it is its character.

But who could it be that is never
lost..

Eternal and blissful..

The life beyond mere life..

Death beyond material death?

He lies broken and shattered
Untouched by the dawn of light
and knowledge.

Drowning in an unending pit of
dark

Devoid of hope....

But...there is a flame that still
flickers

Is that the light of radiance?

Or is it the light that establishes
the truth of darkness?

Passion and pleasure fills the air
with its stench...

Breaking bones, tearing the mind
into a million pieces.

Who is it that has still not been
lost?

Strong and unvarying?

Who is it?

Yes, I may have lost,

But IT is beyond winning and
losing.

Yes, I may not know the truth,

But the absolute truth is That in
itself..

Yes I may witness only darkness,
But That, is light in its ownself..

Beyond the beginning

Beyond the creation

Beyond the advent of words
Beyond the ripples of feelings
Beyond the existence of life
Beyond the unavoidable death
Beyond the end of endings
Only that One exists — Love..

Love, the Oneness in all separation..
Love, the Oneness in all disparity..
Love, the Oneness of All and
beyond..

Beyond the fathomless Eternity..
Beyond the Oneness of singularity...
The eternal play of the One,

It ends up in finding the same
depth in each,

And ends up in establishing there is
no other..

He loses It again and again to find
the same reflected back in the Self,
Just to witness the Oneness in the
never-ending ocean of bliss.
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Durga Puja for a Bengali
Binita Sengupta

What is Durga Puja for a Bengali? You just ask this question to a Bengali in
any part of the world and you can see their face instantly light up. This is the
only festival that is celebrated with such opulence and extravagance that
words fall short, the enthusiasm is beyond words.

The preparation for the pujo starts “definitely” with the planning for
shopping, atleast a month or two before. Yes....... obviously!! Otherwise,
nothing will be completed. The newest fashion trend, the sarees, hurrying to
the tailors, making appointments ahead of time so that the stitching can be
done and finished before hand, matching jewellery, and running to the
bank's lockers to have everything ready in time. During the puja days, there
will be guests at home and so many things to be done then.

How many dresses to buy and what should be worn when and on which
days!! No repetition of dress is allowed. Your work and shopping schedules
are both too busy. Shopping for oneself is important, but we also have a lot
of other people on our list. The list is enormous, and it gives immense
pleasure to buy for your loved ones. Maa, Baba, Thakuma, Dadu, Kids, Pisi,
Masi, Meso..... the list is endless...... not to miss out the maids who will keep
you reminding that they need it early for getting their blouses stitched. Oh
God, so much work to do.

Now after the dress is planned, we now move onto pujor Khabar (Dishes to
be made during puja). It differs significantly from the Navratris celebrated
by the majority of the non-Bengali community, who fast for these nine days
before breaking their fast on Navami. Instead, we Bengalis celebrate this
pujo with as many meals as we can think of, from morning dishes like luchis
and aaloo dum to numerous vegetarian and non-vegetarian delicacies. For
Bengalis, Durga Puja is an annual festival, funfair and occasion where
everyone comes together to celebrate, shop, eat, visit pandals and much
more. It is celebrated as the homecoming of Maa Durga to her parents place
on earth and just like when a daughter returns home, family and friends
congregate to celebrate by indulging in delicious foods rather than fasting.
Fasting is done on all the days, till the pushpanjali is done in the pandals.
Pandal hopping during the pujas multiplies the fun, new dress, new fashion,
swaying to the tunes of all the famous Bengali songs, it is such a feat to relive
our culture for the four days of puja. Every pandal has a different event for
the evening which is a treat to watch, the variety of stalls is another
attraction for visit & of course the decoration & Maa Durga.
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Maa Durga means Shakti, the Mahishasurmardini!! The epitome of all the
power of the universe engulfed in one. It gives great pride & pleasure to
imagine that all the Gods handed over their weapons to Maa Durga with a
belief that “She” will protect everyone from the demons who were causing
trouble. She fought the demons to re-establish peace and sanctity on earth
again.

Wow!!! If I were to imbibe any one character in myself, it will definitely be
Maa Durga, the epitome of Shakti. Durga Puja symbolizing victory over evil,
is an experience evoking a wide range of thoughts and emotions. Swami
Vivekananda best explained the worship of the image of Durga, “the Hindu
does not worship an idol made of clay and wood, he sees consciousness
within the earthiness and loses himself in it.”

Endless - Yudhajit Bhattacharjee
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Hanukkah: The Jewish Diwali?
Yudhajit Bhattacharjee

Often in life we experience something which we call magical and it lasts
through our memory forever. During my stay in Israel (known as The Holy
Land) I witnessed some of the most unique and spectacular festivals, which
the rest of the world are oblivious from. One such festival is “Hanukkah”.
Well, those who are ardent fans of the American TV series “Friends” must
have heard about this Jewish festival. I had the once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to experience this at its most authentic form and at its place of
origin- Jerusalem; the holy land for all Abrahamic religions. My
photographer friends and I decided to make complete use of this lucky
chance and decided to step up this experience and travel to Mea Shearim. It
is the most insular human habitat (well, not as insular as Andaman Islands
where Jaroa and other tribes live) , where residents still adhere to 19th-
century beliefs and orthodox Jewish traditions. “Mea” means “hundred” in
Hebrew and “Shearim” means “gate”. So, this place used to have a hundred
gates and hence got the name.

Oh wait, Let us first hear about the festival, shall we?

So, Hanukkah, also spelt as Chanukah, is a significant Jewish festival lasting
for eight days during the winter season. It is often referred to as the "Festival
of Lights" due to its nightly menorah lighting, accompanied by special
prayers and the consumption of fried food (Sufganiyah). The term
"Chanukah" derives from the Hebrew word for "dedication", reflecting its
purpose of commemorating the rededication of the Holy Temple. In its
proper pronunciation, the Hebrew word includes a distinctive guttural "kh"
sound, articulated as "kha-nu-kah."Little about the place? or else things
won’t be articulated rightly. Established in 1874 by a collective of 100
individuals, Mea Shearim stands as one of the earliest Jewish settlements
situated beyond the confines of Jerusalem's Old City walls. Notably, Mea
Shearim earned the distinction of being the first quarter in Jerusalem to be
illuminated by streetlights, primarily inhabited by Haredi Jews and was
originally established by the Old Yishuv. The streets here exude the
atmosphere of a traditional eastern European shtetl. Daily life revolves
around the unwavering commitment to traditional Jewish customs, fervent
prayers, and the devoted study of Jewish religious texts.

Now let’s get back to sharing my experience. We arrived at Mea Shearim in
the middle of this eight day long festival, where candles are lit for each day.
We entered the neighbourhood which was silent but gorgeously illuminated
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beautiful menorahs. It was a bit risky to click photos as they are not always
the most open to the outside modern world, and also prohibit the usage of
any sort of modern including being photographed. We knew there will be
consequences if we are met with some sort of resistance. We had heard
previous instances where the locals had thrown stones at photographers (a
bit scary, isn’t it?). However, this also made the experience all the more
adventurous and fascinating. We went around the town and clicked
cautiously. Every house was minimalist in its charm and around the
courtyard there were people holding theirholy book and praying. I suddenly
came across a little girl holding a toy camera who looked at me with amaze
and it made for a brilliant frame as she was standing right beside the
menorah! I clicked, and she disappeared inside the house in a whisker. Nice
shot, I thought and pat my shoulder.

As we strolled around the neighbourhood, we were mesmerized by how
beautifully each and every house was decorated and I tried to capture the
sights with my camera as much as I could. Suddenly we came across a small
corner where things were decorated in a more Christmas-y fashion. Might
be some American Jews, we thought to ourselves. The décor here was a bit
elaborate but still pretty. A fluffy red mushroom and some tasty Sufganiyah
was on offer. I took one (of course !). We met a few fellow photographers
who had come from around the world to experience this amazing place and
festival.

On the next turn we encountered something very special, a group of
Americans along with children, singing a very beautiful song called “Ya'aleh
V'yovoh” a classic Hanukkah song; you can listen to the song on YouTube.
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Some of them were playing the guitar, some were beating the hand drums
and they all were singing and rejoicing. Indeed, a spectacular view to
remember forever. A frame consisting of all these people along with the
beautiful menorahs was a treat to the eyes. The soul and symphony of the
ambience are beyond my ability to express in words. We roamed around the
scene trying to click as much as possible. Unfortunately, my camera ran out
of power after a point and I missed some of the amazing frames I would
have loved to capture, but nevertheless, they will be forever etched in my
memory. We walked out of the neighbourhood keeping the melody and
muse in our minds and hoping to come back someday to bag some more
beautiful memories.
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The Foe Of Pride

Madhurima Jana

Pride, they say takes birth with you.
Takes a seat and holds out it's hand in glee.
And when you've learnt you have a name.
You latch on to it's fingers before you see...

You've taken on a world of loss,
A weight that doubles each time you wish,

You lose as much as you acquire, and more,
And the effulgent truth, by a hair you miss ﬁ%
Growth just passes like a storm.
It takes and breaks along its path.
And time just slips through your nimble fingers,
As you wonder why fate has shown such wrath.
You think it's you, but do you ever notice
Through the corner of your lazy eyes

That Pride sits right there at the foot of your bed,
And lulls to sleep, your anxious cries

And if you pass your life in the wake,
Of Pride being your friend and guide
You will have seen it in your mirror too
With mouthfuls of vanity and wide open eyes.
And if it so be that the vessel of truth
May have sprinkled a drop or two on you
It has surely struck you like a bolt of blue %
That you have let that Pride name You.

But truth does not play with false virtue,
It sheds light on the timeless and the filthy too.
It rips apart your ignorance,
And fills you up in the pulsating hue
Of that which neither lives nor dies,
And that which creates and destroys,
That which builds and makes and breaks,
All dreams and waking steps one takes.

Once, just once if you've caught a whiff
That all that you know and all that you miss
Is not your name and not your pride
It is just You and all that is.
That which drowns all of dark,

That which beams with entirety true, %

That which will holds and lets go of all, '
That which will free you from your false You.



Light and shadow - Tanmoy Sarkar

Dispelling the shadows - Binit Syamal
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